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DEPARTMENTAL VALUES

This policy supports the Department’s efforts to reduce recidivism and increase child safety by providing the caregiver with accurate information regarding the child.

WHAT CASES ARE AFFECTED

This Procedural Guide is applicable to all new and existing referrals and cases.

OPERATIONAL IMPACT

Whenever a child is in jeopardy of being placed in out-of-home care, asking the parent(s) whether (s)he wants to involve his or her faith-based practitioner or other community support person to assess whether community supports and/or resources can be used to either ameliorate the need for the out-of-home placement or to assist in locating a community-based placement for the child is good casework practice.

When the decision has been made to place a child in out-of-home care, every attempt shall be made to maintain the child’s physical, emotional and psychological ties to his or her family, including extended family, friends and any organizations (e.g., Boy/Girl Scouts, sports teams, etc.) to which they belong.  These ties may be maintained by the child’s continuing to attend the same school and retaining neighborhood friends.  The selection of a placement is always based on the child’s needs and his or her best interest, in the least restrictive environment within his or her community whenever possible.

Procedures

A. WHEN:
MAKING A OUT-OF-REGION PLACEMENT

Case-Carrying CSW Responsibilities

1. Ask the parent(s) if (s)he would like to involve his or her faith-based practitioner or other community-support person to assist in locating a community based placement for the child.

2. Identify the child’s placement needs on the DCFS 280.

3. Submit (e-mail or hand deliver) the DCFS 280 to the Lead Eligibility Supervisor (ES) to initiate a placement search on CWS/CMS.

4. Upon receipt of the DCFS 280 with the CWS/CMS printout of the placement options from the Eligibility Worker (EW), consult with the SCSW regarding appropriateness of the placement selection.

5. Upon selecting a placement, complete and submit the DCFS 280 to the ES for a placement packet.

6. Notify the youth’s attorney of the child’s planned placement per Procedural Guide 0300-506.08, Communications with a Child's Attorney. 

7. Initiate a TDM meeting per Procedural Guide 0070-548.03, Point of Engagement: Team Decision-Making (TDM).

8. If the youth is being replaced, follow procedures set forth in Procedural Guide 0300-503.97, Report on Notice of Replacement. 

9. Complete and submit the DCFS 280 and DCFS 709 and other documentation/forms to the SCSW for review and approval. 

SCSW Responsibilities

1. Review the DCFS 280 and DCFS 709 and other documentation/forms for appropriateness, justification and documentation that the placement priorities and any special needs of the child have been met.

2. If not approved, return the DCFS 280 and DCFS 709 and the other documentation/forms to the CSW for corrective action

3. If approved, sign and date the DCFS 280 and return it and the other documents to the CSW.

Case-Carrying CSW Responsibilities

1. Document on CWS/CMS in the Placement Notebook, ID Page in the “Explanation if child was not placed in proximity of school” field, the need for an out-of-Region placement.

APPROVAL LEVELS

Section
Level
Approval

A.
SCSW
Out-of-region  placement

OVERVIEW OF STATUTES/REGULATIONS

None

RELATED POLICIES

Procedural Guide 0070-548.03, Point of Engagement: Team Decision-Making (TDM)

Procedural Guide 0100-510.35, Specified Placements for Group Homes and Foster Family Agencies & Attachment 

Procedural Guide 0100-510.46, Out of County Placements
Procedural Guide 0100-510.60, Placing Children Six Years of Age or Younger in Congregate Care
Procedural Guide 0100-520.10, Evaluating a Prospective Caregiver 

Procedural Guide 0100-510.61, Placement Processes, Responsibilities and Procedures

Procedural Guide 0300-503.97, Report on Notice of Replacement

Procedural Guide 0300-506.08, Communications with a Child's Attorney

FORM(S) REQUIRED/LOCATION

Hard Copy
None

LA Kids:
DCFS 280, Technical Assistant Action Request

DCFS 709, Foster Child’s Needs and Case Plan Summary

CWS/CMS:

DCFS 709, Foster Child’s Needs and Case Plan Summary

SDM:



None
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