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DEPARTMENTAL VALUES

This policy supports the Department’s efforts to shorten the timeframe to permanency for children in out-of-home care by placing them with kin rather than with non-relative foster parents whenever possible and reducing the likelihood of recidivism by assessing the relative’s home to ensure that the home meets the regulatory safety standards.  

WHAT CASES ARE AFFECTED

This Procedural Guide is applicable to all new and existing referrals and cases.

OPERATIONAL IMPACT

A JAI clearance is a check of Los Angeles County Superior Court’s Juvenile Automated Index to determine if a child age 14 through 17 years has ever been a ward or dependent of the court.

A JAI clearance is required for all identified child victim(s) age 14 through 17 years old.  In addition, a JAI clearance is required for any child age 14 through 17 years old who resides in, or is planning to reside in, the home in which the identified child victim(s) is residing or may be placed.

The JAI clearance must be completed before the child age 14 through 17 years is placed in the home of his/her non-offending parent, relative, prospective legal guardian, adoptive parent, or placed in a home of a non-relative extended family member.

Prior to a child age 14 through 17 years moving into the home of the identified child(ren) victim and the CSW did not have advance knowledge of the move, the JAI clearance shall be completed within two business days from the date the CSW receives the information.

Procedures

A.

WHEN:
ASSESSING THE HOME OF A PROSPECTIVE RELATIVE 

CAREGIVER OR NON-RELATIVE EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBER

CSW Responsibilities

1. Telephone Intake and Detention Control (IDC) at (323) 881-1303, during business hours, and for Emergency Response Command Post (ERCP) and for after-hours inquires (213) 639-4500.

2. Document the phone call and the results of the inquiry in the Contact Notebook for the subject of the inquiry.

3. Request that a copy of the record, if any, be mailed to the CSW.

4. Discuss the results with the subject of the inquiry, if there is a record, document the discussion in the Contact Notebook for the subject of the inquiry.

5. Assess the results of the clearance and any discussion with the subject of the clearance to determine if (s)he represents a danger to the safety and well-being of the identified child victim.

6. Confer with the SCSW as necessary.

7. Document the results of the discussion with the SCSW in Investigation Narrative (for a referral); or Case Notes (for a case).

8. File the JAI printout in the Home Approval Documents Folder (Dark Blue) , left side. 

HOW TO READ A JAI PRINTOUT JUVENILE INQUIRY SCREEN (JINQ)

This screen will show descriptive information about the child’s appearance, case number, future court appearances, office location of case record, legal status and other miscellaneous information.  This screen is useful for warrant information.
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                                                             JINQ

(  Designated by letter:

      H - Hispanic

      B - Black

      W - White
(  LAPD    fingerprint number
(  Used for address, mother’s last name, AKA for parents, etc.
(  If indicated, child was determined to be unfit to be charged as a minor.

JUVENILE PROBATION/DCFS INQUIRY SCREEN (PINQ)

This screen contains much of the same information as the JINQ screen except that it does not contain future court hearing dates.  It also contains historical information that is valuable to DCFS and Probation.
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PINQ

(  Designated by letter:

      H - Hispanic

      B - Black

      W - White
(  LAPD fingerprint number

(  Used for address, mother’s last name,

      AKA for parents, etc.
(  If indicated, individual was determined to 

      be unfit to be charged as a minor.

APPROVAL LEVELS

Section
Level
Approval

A.
None




OVERVIEW OF STATUTES/REGULATIONS

Welfare and Institutions Code Section 361.4, states in pertinent part that prior to placing a child in the home of a relative, or the home of any prospective guardian or other person who is not a licensed or certified foster parent, the county social worker shall visit the home to ascertain the appropriateness of the placement. …A criminal records check may be conducted on any person over the age of 14 years living in the home who the county social worker believes may have a criminal record. …

RELATED POLICIES

Procedural Guide 0070-559.10, Summary of Clearances
Procedural Guide 0070-560.10, Child Abuse Central Index
Procedural Guide 0070-561.10, Live -Scan and California Law Enforcement Telecommunications System (CLETS) Clearances
Procedural Guide 0100-520.10, Evaluating a Prospective Caregiver

FORM(S) REQUIRED/LOCATION

Hard Copy

LA Kids:
None

CWS/CMS:

Case Notes

SDM:
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