Signing Adoptive Placement Papers

Summary

The adoptive placement of a child in his or her new family is a significant event; a child is not considered adoptively placed in a home until the family signs adoptive placement papers. This occurs in the family’s home during a special meeting between the family and the social workers involved. During this visit, the family signs the Adoptive Placement Agreement. 

When the family signs this agreement, it means they are making the commitment to parent the child as their own.  Social workers also give the family all available information on the child’s history and background.  This includes medical birth records, psychological and school evaluations and all available non-identifying information about the child’s birth family.  In addition, from this point onward foster care and Youakim relative payments stop and Adoption Assistance Program  (AAP) payments begin. 

Once the child is adoptively placed, there is a waiting period before the adoption is finalized. The State of California requires adoption agencies to monitor adoptively placed children for six months before the court finalizes the adoption.  This supervisory period is called post-placement supervision.   If the adoptive child has lived in the home longer than six months before adoptive placement, post-placement supervision is required for only one month.  There are also other circumstances where the supervision period may be reduced. The Adoptions CSW can assist families to determine if these apply in their particular situation.

After post-placement supervision, the adoption case is prepared for finalization.  DCFS calls this the completions process.   After completions,both attached and unattached applicant families participate in adoptive placement and post-placement supervision.
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Once the adoption home study is approved and the State of California acknowledges that the court has terminated the birthparents’ parental rights, the child can be adoptively placed with the prospective adoptive family. The adoptive placement meeting takes place in the family’s home. During this visit, the child’s Adoptions CSW(s) present the family with various forms and documents; among these is the Adoptive Placement Agreement.
Adoptive Placement Agreement

The Adoptive Placement Agreement is a contract between the applicant and DCFS that‘s signed after the home study has been approved and the child has been legally freed for adoption.  DCFS must also obtain a formal acknowledgement from the State of California that the child is legally free. 

The Adoptive Placement Agreement outlines the rights and responsibilities of DCFS and the adoptive parents.  Both the family and the DCFS Adoptions CSW sign it.  The Adoptive Placement Agreement changes the child’s legal status.  The child is considered adoptively placed with the family only after this agreement is signed, regardless of how long he or she has actually lived there. 

Full Disclosure

The State of California requires that adoption agencies provide adoptive families with all available information on the background and history of the child they are adopting. This is called full disclosure.

During the adoptive placement visit, the Adoptions CSW provides the family with information about the child’s history while in the dependency system. This includes copies of medical, school and psychological reports and a written summary of known information about the child’s birth circumstances and placement history. 

Adoptive families also receive documents containing all available non-identifying information about the child’s birth family history.  This means that DCFS will share as much as the agency knows about the birth family without revealing the name, address or other identifying information; though, as relatives, some of this information is known to you.

During adoptive placement, the adoptive parent(s) sign a form titled Psychosocial and Medical History of Child.  This form lists all the documents and information given to the family.

A sample of the Adoptive Placement Agreement, Psychosocial and Medical History of the Child and other documents that are part of adoptive placement are available in the Appendix.

Payments and Medi-Cal After Adoptive Placement

Adoptive placement marks the date when foster care or relative Youakim payments stop and families start receiving benefits through the AAP. Signing adoptive placement papers includes completing AAP forms.

After adoptive placement the adoptive child is issued a new Medi-Cal card.  The child may also be enrolled in the family’s medical insurance plan; however, because the child remains a dependent of the court until the adoption is finalized, the court must still authorize any invasive medical treatment, surgical procedure or psychotropic medication. 

Post-Placement Supervision

Post-Placement Supervision is designed so that adoptive families have access to Adoptions CSW(s) to assist with any issues that arise after placement.  The State of California requires all licensed adoption agencies to monitor the well being of an adoptively placed child for six months before finalization; however, there are situations where the six-month requirement may be reduced.

Families that have had the child in their care for six months or longer at the time the Adoptive Placement Agreement is signed can move directly into finalization after one post placement visit.  A family who has had the child in their care less than six months can receive credit toward the six-month requirement for the number of months the child lived in the home prior to adoptive placement. 

Continued Social Services from Other Agencies

If the family was certified by a foster family agency, the foster family agency social worker stops visiting the child after adoptive placement. If a private adoption agency is involved, the agency’s adoption social worker, as well as the DCFS Adoptions CSW continues to work with the family until the adoption is finalized.

After Post-Placement Supervision

During post-placement supervision, the case is prepared for finalization. DCFS calls this preparation time the completions process.  Once the case is in completions, the newly-created family is on its way to the last step in the adoption process, the Finalization Hearing at juvenile court.  Information about the finalization is available in the section of this handbook titled “The Adoption is Official.”

After the adoption is finalized, DCFS submits a request for termination of jurisdiction.  When the hearing officer signs the order terminating jurisdiction, the child is no longer a dependent of the court.   Shortly after, the adoption case is prepared for storage and sent to archives.
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Possible Barriers

· It’s important for applicants to use their full legal name on adoption placement papers. Finalization may be delayed if full legal names are not used.

· Applicants also need to decide what their adoptive child’s legal name will be. The name chosen at adoptive placement will be the name of the child after finalization. 
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the child’s legal status after adoptive placement?

The child continues to be a court dependent until court jurisdiction is terminated. This means that adoptive parents must obtain the court’s permission for certain situations and medical procedures.  Jurisdiction is terminated after the adoption has finalized in court.

What’s the purpose of post placement supervision?

The post-placement supervision period allows families to have access to social work services after adoptive placement.  Social workers can help families and children with any emotions associated with the transition from temporary to permanent care.
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