How to Use This Book

This Handbook and Workbook for Adoption has been designed to provide assistance regarding every stage of the adoption process and beyond.  Helpful information contained in this handbook may be used in the following manner:

· a reference source with general information about the dependency system and child welfare adoptions in Los Angeles County;

· an educational tool that teaches you the process and language of adoption with DCFS;

· a Workbook that helps you track your individual adoption process; and

· a Community Resource Guide.

Information regarding this handbook’s organization is provided below.  The goal is to provide you with a guide that will allow you to take full advantage of the wealth of information that this handbook has to offer. 

How is the Handbook Organized?
The handbook covers the whole adoption process.  It also offers a legal background for child welfare adoptions, information on post adoption services and a description of specialized adoptions handled by DCFS.

· The back of the handbook contains a Glossary. These are definitions for words found in the text.

· The Adoption Builders Workbook is your individual guide through the adoption process. Record important information and track your journey.

· The Resource guide is filled with names and phone numbers to community services. 

· There are also Appendices of sample forms. The forms have a strip of color. Match the color on the form to the tab of the same color to identify which section of the handbook the Appendix corresponds to.
How Are the Sections Organized?
The sections are designed to make the information simple to understand.

· Summary 
Each section of the handbook begins with a summary. This is useful for a quick overview. 

· Main Body 
The main body contains a more detailed explanation. 

· Possible Barriers
This alerts you to some common obstacles in the adoption process

· Frequently Asked Questions

These are answers to commonly asked questions about the topic.

Some words in the handbook appear in bold, italicized letters. This indicates that a definition of the term is available in the glossary.

Which Section Applies to You?

There are two ways to build your family through adoption with DCFS. One is by adopting a child already in your care and the other is by having DCFS match you with a child. Each kind has its own adoptive process.

The sections: “Adopting Children Already In Your Care” and “Putting Children together With Families” cover the two main types of adoptions. This handbook is designed to be useful for both. Once you determine which kind applies to you, it’s only necessary to read your section. 

The following helps you to decide which section you should read:

Are you “Attached” or “Unattached”?

These words are used to describe the two types of adoptions processed by DCFS. 

· Attached applicants are relatives, foster parents and legal guardians who are adopting children already in their care. 

· Unattached applicants are looking to find an adoptive child through DCFS.

How Can I Tell the Sections Apart?

The attached and unattached sections of the handbook (and workbook) are printed on colored paper to make it easy for you to tell them apart.

· The attached applicant section and workbook is printed on yellow paper. 
· The unattached applicant section and workbook is printed on blue paper. 
Determine the type of adoptive applicant you are and read the section that applies to you.
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