DCFS Adoptions Handbook

Glossary

Definitions of Adoption Terms

366.26 Hearing

(Permanent Plan Selection and Implementation):

The purpose of this hearing is to decide on a permanent plan for the child. At this hearing the court considers one of two permanent plan alternatives: terminate parental rights as a prelude to adoption or legal guardianship. If a child cannot be ordered into one of these plans, the court will order long term foster care.

388 Petition:

A petition that may be filed by a parent or other person having interest in a dependent child to change, modify or set aside any previous order of the court.

Adoptee:

The person who is adopted.

Adoption:

Adoption is the process that transfers the legal rights, responsibilities and privileges of parenting. The rights and responsibilities of biological parents are permanently terminated and assumed by another individual or married couple who become the child’s legal parent(s). Adoptive parents have the same rights and responsibilities as parents who have children born to them.

Adoption Assessment:

A preliminary assessment for permanency/adoptive planning conducted by DCFS for each child after they have been in the dependency system for three months. 

Adoption Assistance Program (AAP):

The Adoption Assistance Program is a federal program of financial assistance for adoptive children. The amount of Adoption Assistance benefit is based on the needs of the child at the time the Adoptive Placement Agreement is signed. All adopted children who were dependents of the court qualify for Adoption Assistance benefits. Children adopted through an independent adoption or stepparent adoption are not eligible for Adoption Assistance benefits.

Adoption Assistance Program  (AAP) Reassessment:
Families receiving Adoption Assistance are reassessed every two years to determine if their current Adoption Assistance Program rate is appropriate for the child’s needs. A reassessment is also completed when the adoptive family applies for an increase in Adoption Assistance benefits.

Adoption Home Study:  

The social investigation, study and preparation of a family who wishes to adopt. Also, the written assessment produced by the adoptions social worker at the end of the adoption home study process and submitted to the supervising adoptions social worker for approval.

Adoption Service Provider (ASP):

State licensed adoption practitioners who are authorized to help the adopting family in obtaining consents from birth parents in non-relative independent adoptions.

Adoption Triad:


The birth parents, the adoptive parents and the adoptee are referred to as members of the Adoption Triad.


Adoptive Parent:
A person who has completed the adoption process and has been granted an Order of Adoption by the juvenile court.

Adoptive Placement Agreement/ adoptively placed child:

The Adoptive Placement Agreement is a contract between DCFS and the prospective adoptive parent(s). It marks the official adoptive placement of the child in the home. Once signed, foster care payments stop and Adoption Assistance benefits can begin, however the adoption is not yet finalized.

Applicant Intake Line:

The Applicant Intake Line is the point of entry into the adoption process for unattached applicants and legal guardians who wish to adopt. A call to this line starts the adoption process (see Resources section).

Applicant Selection Chart:

A form that’s completed by unattached adoptive applicants. It allows applicants to give a detailed description of the type of child they are interested in parenting.

Attached Applicant:

Foster parents and relative caregivers who wish to adopt a child already in their care are called attached applicants.
Birth Mother: The mother who gave birth to the adoptee.



Birth Father: The alleged father and/or the legal father of the adoptee. 

Burden of Proof:

The weight of evidence required for the plaintiff to win his/her case.

Case Plan:

A written document that is developed based upon assessment of the circumstances that required DCFS intervention. In the case plan DCFS identifies a case plan goal, the objectives to be achieved, the specific services to be provided and the case management activities to be performed.

Child Abuse Index:

A state record of all child abuse complaints made in the state of California. A Child Abuse Index clearance is required for both the adoption home study and foster care licensing. 

Clear and Convincing Evidence:

This is a standard of proof; it is evidence that produces a firm belief or conviction of truth.

Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA):
A Court Appointed Special Advocate or “CASA” is an officer of the court who advocates for the individual needs and best interest of the child, and provides the court with written recommendations. 

Community Care Licensing (CCL):

A division of the California State Department of Social Services that regulates all community care facilities in the state of California.

These facilities include foster family homes, group homes and residential care facilities, among others.

Completions process:

Completions is a term used by DCFS to refer to the process of preparing a case for finalization. An adoption case goes to completions after the Adoptive Placement Agreement is signed and the Post Placement Supervision period is over.

Concurrent Planning:

The provision of family reunification services and permanency planning at the same time. This option provides a “back up” plan if family reunification services fail. 

Consent for Contact/Waiver of Confidentiality:

These forms are signed by the birth parents or siblings and are kept permanently in the adoption case record in the event that the adoptee wants to have a reunion with the birth family when he/she is an adult.

If there is no signed consent on file, DCFS Post Adoption Services cannot release any identifying information about the birth family.

Cooperative Adoption:

An adoption that is conducted cooperatively between DCFS Adoptions Division and a private adoption agency. Sometimes a private agency will conduct the adoption home study while DCFS monitors the well being of the child.

Custodial Parent/ Non-custodial Parent:

The parent, often identified by the court, who has physical custody and responsibility for caring for their child(ren) on a daily basis. The non-custodial parent is the parent who is not responsible for the day to day care of the child. 

DCFS Adoptions Children’s Social Worker (DCFS Adoptions CSW):
The adoptions children’s social worker is responsible for ensuring the dependent child’s safety, monitoring the child’s progress in placement and writing reports to the court. In addition, the adoptions CSW assesses the child’s adoptibility, assists the prospective adoptive family through the adoption process, conducts the adoption home study and completes the adoptive placement.

DCFS Regional Children’s Social Worker (regional CSW):

The regional children’s social worker is responsible for ensuring the dependent’s child’s safety, monitoring the child’s progress in placement and writing reports to the court. 

DCFS Private Agency Home Study Project Liaison:

A DCFS Adoptions Division social worker responsible for reviewing all approved adoption home studies conducted by private adoption agencies for DCFS supervised children. The home study must be accepted by DCFS before it is forwarded to the child’s DCFS adoption social worker.

Defacto Parent:

A non parent who has been given status or legal standing in court. The non parent must meet certain legal criteria in order for the court to grant de facto status or standing.
Department of Justice (DOJ):

The state agency responsible for checking fingerprints submitted through LIVE-SCAN for criminal history.

Dependent:       

As it pertains to public child welfare, a dependent of the court is a child who has met the criteria for dependency as defined in Welfare and Institutions Code, Section 300 for child abuse and/or neglect and is under the care and supervision of the court.

Due Diligence:

A report on the systematic efforts made by DCFS to locate parent(s) or guardian(s) whose whereabouts or identity is unknown. Due diligence is important to ensure all the legal rights of parents are observed, that Notice requirements are met and to help ensure that child welfare services are provided in accordance with the law.

Family Preservation Services:

Family Preservation Services are an individualized array of services focused on keeping families together. The services are provided by community based agencies and assist families by providing in-home counseling and other services designed to address each family’s needs.

Fast-Track to Permanency Case (FTP):

A DCFS-supervised case in which all parents are found to meet at least one of the provisions of WIC 361.5. This allows for a non-reunification order at the dispositional hearing.  Permanency planning starts immediately at this time. The case remains an FTP case even when the court does not make a non-reunification order.

Finalization Hearing:

The finalization hearing is the final step in the adoption process. It is a hearing held in juvenile court attended by the adoptive child and family where a judge issues the Order of Adoption. The adoption is legally official after the finalization hearing.

Finalized Adoption: 

The adoption is finalized at the time the Order of Adoption is granted by the court.


Foster Placement:

The placement of a child in a licensed or certified home that provides 24 hour care and supervision for children who need temporary or long-term substitute care because their own parents/guardians are unable or unwilling to care for them. Foster placement is made by a DCFS children’s social worker following a court order or voluntary placement agreement. 

The following types of homes may be considered for a Foster Placement: 

The home of a relative, a licensed foster home, a licensed small family home, a family home certified by a foster family agency, a licensed group home for children,  or a home or facility in accordance with the Indian Child Welfare Act. A foster placement may also be referred to as an Out of Home Placement.

Fost-Adopt Orientation:

An orientation meeting held by California Community Care Licensing (CCL) specifically for people who are obtaining their foster care license as a prelude to adoption.  Attending the orientation is the first step in obtaining the foster care license for Fost-Adopt families.

Fost-Adopt Placement:

The placement of a child on a foster care basis with approved adoptive applicants who have been licensed as foster parents. Fost-Adopt families work toward reunification with birth parents while family reunification services are in effect, but will also adopt the child if parental rights are terminated.

Foster Family Agency (FFA):

A Foster Family Agency is a private agency that certifies foster parents and foster homes. When a family is certified by a foster family agency (FFA), a social worker from that agency visits their home on a regular basis. Some foster family agencies are also licensed adoption agencies. In this case a foster family agency social worker may also conduct the adoption home study.

Guardian Ad Litum (GAL):

In general, a guardian ad litum is someone who is appointed to handle the affairs of, act on behalf of or speak for a person in a court case. The guardian ad litum is appointed in addition to the person’s attorney. In dependency cases, it is up to the individual hearing officer to determine whether a guardian ad litum should be appointed.

Independent Adoption:

An adoption that takes place outside the dependency system. Birth parents and prospective adoptive parents arrange the adoption on their own, sometimes with an attorney’s help.

Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC):

An agreement between states. In this case it refers to the legally binding contract, recognized by all 50 states, that outlines the rights and responsibilities of both the sending and receiving states when a child under court jurisdiction is placed from one state into another.

Judicial hours:

The hours the court is open for hearings. When a child is detained by DCFS, a written petition must be filed within 48 judicial hours. If a child is detained on a Friday, the petition must be filed by the next Monday.

Juvenile Automated Index (J.A.I) Clearance:

One of the clearances required for the adoption home study. The J.A.I shows juvenile arrest records. The clearance is run on all children in the prospective adoptive household who are age 11 and older.

Kin-Gap:

Kin-Gap is an option for relative caregivers who do not want to adopt. This program allows relative caregivers to become the legal guardian of the child in their care without court or DCFS involvement. The child may also continue to receive the basic foster care rate that increase with the child’s age. Unlike Adoption Assistance Program however, the payments cannot be increased to meet the child’s special needs. Children under Kin-Gap are entitled to some, but not all of the emancipation services available to foster children.

Legal Guardianship:

The authority and responsibility granted to a person appointed as legal guardian by the juvenile court pursuant to state Welfare and Institutions Codes (WIC). Legal guardianship suspends, but does not end, the rights and responsibilities of the birth parents. A legal guardian has sole rights to the custody and control. Legal guardianship ends when the child turns 18, marries, emancipates or is adopted. A legal guardian has sole rights to the custody and control of the child, and has the legal right to:

· make all decisions regarding parental visitation in absence of a court-ordered visitation schedule;

· establish the child’s residence anywhere in California without a court order;

· make decisions regarding the child’s education, sports participation and driver education;

· consent to the child’s getting a driver’s license and

· give consent for medical treatment.

In addition, the legal guardian is responsible for:

· the child’s willful misconduct, including , but not limited to, traffic accidents, shoplifting and the use of firearms resulting in property damage and

· notifying DCFS if he/she are no longer able or willing to act as the child’s legal guardian.

Legally Freed Child:

A child whose birth parents have had his or her parental rights terminated or whose birth parents have voluntarily given up parental rights through relinquishment.

Legal Orphan:

A child whose birthparents have had his or her parental rights terminated and who does not have an adoptive family.

Legal Permanency:

A permanent home for children in the dependency system. Legal permanency is achieved either through reunification with birth parents, adoption or legal guardianship.

Licensing Program Analyst (LPA): 

Agent of Community Care Licensing (CCL) that visits and assesses the potential foster home to ensure that it meets foster care licensing requirements. The licensing program analyst issues the approval for the foster care license.

LIVE-SCAN:

An electronic fingerprinting technology used to run criminal clearances through the state Department of Justice.

Long-term Foster Care (LFTC):

A juvenile court plan that places the child in the home of a foster caregiver until the child turns 18. The rights and responsibilities of the birth parents do not end, but the care, custody and control of the child remain with the juvenile court.

Mediation:

A process used in court to avoid a trail or negotiate an agreement between parties. In mediation an independent person listens to the positions of all the parties involved in the dispute and helps them find common ground.

Medi-Cal:

The state of California’s version of Medicaid, the federal government program that provides medical coverage for children and families that meet its eligibility requirements.

Minute Order:

A document that states the orders made by the court on a certain day.

Model Approach to Partnerships in Parenting (MAPP):

This is a class required for all unattached adoptive applicants. During Model Approach to Partnerships in Parenting classes, trained adoption workers inform and prepare adoptive applicants for adoption. 

Non-recurring Adoption Expenses Program:

A state program that provides funds to cover some of the expenses related to adopting special needs children. Non-recurring adoption expenses may be reimbursed up to $400 after the adoption is finalized.

Notice and Search Efforts:

DCFS is required by law to give birth parents adequate notice of any court hearings that involve the future of their biological children-- up to and including the hearing that terminates their parental rights. If the whereabouts of a birth parent(s) are unknown, the law requires that DCFS make efforts to search for the parent(s) and present proof of that effort to the court.

Notice of Hearing:

A notice of a court hearing does not order parties to court, but advises them of the time and place of the hearing and what right they have in the matter.

Notice Requirements:

For most hearings, notices of hearing must be served on parents, guardians, adult relatives (only if whereabouts of parents are unknown or they reside out of state), children 10 years of age and older, foster parents, community care facility or foster family agency having custody of the child, any counsel of record not present at the time the hearing was set and any court appointed special advocate. 

Order of Adoption:

The Order of Adoption or Adoption Decree is the official order handed down by the judge at the finalization hearing.  It signifies that the adoption is final.

Order of the Court:

A formal direction from the court requiring that a certain act (or acts) by a specified person (or persons) be performed or restrained.
Permanency Options:

The options available as the permanent plan for court dependent children when family reunification services are terminated. These are long-term foster care, legal guardianship and adoption.

Permanency Planning/Adoptions Liaison:

The Permanency Planning/Adoptions Liaison is the DCFS children’s social worker who conducts the initial Adoption Assessment to determine if the relative family or foster caregivers of a dependent child will consider adoption. 

Permanency Planning Family:

A licensed foster or relative family that is prepared to facilitate reunification or provide a permanent home if reunification fails. 

Petition:

As it pertains to public child welfare, a Petition is a legal document filed by DCFS in juvenile dependency court that alleges that a child is in danger of abuse or neglect as described by Section 300, of the state Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC). A petition under WIC section 388 may also be filed by a parent or other person having interest in a dependent child to change, modify or set aside any previous order of the court.

Petition for Adoption:

A legal document filed in juvenile court to request an adoption finalization hearing.
Picture Room:

A room maintained by the DCFS Placement and Recruitment Unit (PRU) where unattached adoptive applicants can browse through albums containing photographs and short descriptions of children in need of permanent homes. 
Placement and Recruitment Unit (PRU):

A DCFS unit that is the point of entry into the Adoptions Division. For unattached cases, the Placement and Recruitment Unit actively recruits and identifies prospective adoptive families for children who would otherwise remain in the child welfare system. The Placement and Recruitment Unit is also responsible for the initial processing of attached cases.

Placement Event:

Any of the events organized by the Placement and Recruitment Unit where prospective adoptive applicants and children in need of permanent homes can meet each other in a casual and fun-filled atmosphere. 

Placement Steps:

Once an unattached applicant is matched with a prospective adoptive child, placement steps are the series of visits that serve as the transition phase.  If placement steps go well, the child eventually moves into the applicant’s home.
Post Adoption Contact Agreement:

The Post Adoption Contact Agreement is a voluntary agreement between the adoptive parents and the child’s biological relatives. It concerns visits, contact and information about the child after the adoption is finalized.

Post Adoption Services (PAS): 

A unit in DCFS’ Adoptions Division that helps all members of the adoption triad: adoptees, adoptive parents and birth parents with information, referral and other services after the adoption finalizes. Post Adoption Services are available to provide assistance as long as needed.



Post Placement Supervision:

The state requires that all adoptively placed children be monitored by DCFS for six months after the Adoptive Placement Agreement is signed. Children who lived in the home for more than six months before adoptive placement must only be monitored one month. 
Pre Placement Conference:

In the context of an unattached applicant case, the pre placement conference is a meeting involving the child’s social worker, the adoption social worker, the birth parent social worker (when one is assigned) and their supervisors to discuss the child/applicant match. 

Preponderance of the Evidence:

This is a standard of legal proof that exists when the evidence shows it is more than 50% likely that the allegations are true.

Presentation:

A meeting where the unattached adoptive applicant is presented with non-identifying information about a specific child. If the applicant decides to go forward with the child, placement steps are initiated.

Prima facie case:
As it pertains to the allegations in a child welfare case, the petition must include enough facts that if later proven, will cause a child to be declared a dependent of the court.

Private Adoption Agency:

Any non-public agency licensed by the state to provide adoption services.

Proof of Service:

A Proof of Service is a legal document that is attached to a Notice of Hearing. It states how, when and where the Notice of Hearing was provided to those entitled to notice.

Registration Date:

In unattached adoption cases, the registration date is the date the applicant first called the Applicant Intake Line. It is a factor in determining when the applicant is invited to participate in Model Approach to Partnerships in Parenting.

Relinquishment:

The action of a parent in which he or she surrenders custody, control and any responsibility for the care and support of the child. Currently, only an Adoptions social worker or the court is qualified to process a relinquishment.

Reunification Services:

The time-limited services provided when the child cannot safely remain at home and is in temporary foster care while efforts continue to reunite the family. These services are generally limited to 12 months, however there are exceptions that shorten time periods.

Special Needs Child: 

Under federal guidelines for Adoption Assistance Program (AAP) benefits eligibility, a special needs child is an adopted child who meets one of the following criteria: 

· Age three or older; 

· member of a sibling group (adopted together); 

· member of a racial or ethnic minority; 

· adverse parental background or mental or physical health problems. 

All children who were court dependents are federally eligible for Adoption Assistance benefits. Children adopted independently are not eligible for Adoption Assistance Program benefits regardless of meeting special needs criteria unless they were eligible for Adoption Assistance Program in a previous adoption.

Status Review Hearing:

A Status Review Hearing is a hearing held by juvenile court to review the need for continuing supervision, to evaluate the out-of-home placement and reconsider the effectiveness of the case plan.

Step-parent Adoption:

An adoption where a step-parent adopts his/her stepchild. 

Step-parent Adoption Assessment:

The assessment conducted by the DCFS step-parent adoption unit that determines the recommendation DCFS makes to the court regarding an applicant’s stepparent adoption petition. It is similar to an adoption home study.

Stepparent Adoption Petition:

The application, completed by the stepparent who wishes to adopt, requesting that the court grant a hearing regarding the request to adopt.

Surrogate Adoption:

The adoption of a child voluntarily conceived by artificial insemination and carried through pregnancy by a surrogate mother with the expressed intention of relinquishing the child upon birth for adoption.

Termination of Parental Rights:

The court ordered severing of all legal rights and responsibilities of birth parents from their biological child.

Unattached Applicant:

An applicant for adoption who is not already linked with a specific child to adopt.

Wednesday’s Child:

A public service broadcast aired by FOX TV on its Wednesday night 10 p.m. news cast. Each week, it features a court dependent child in need of a permanent home. The segment airs near the end of the broadcast.

WIC, Section 300, subdivisions (a) through (j):

Refers to the Welfare and Institutions Code, Section 300 of the State of California which defines the conditions under which a child may be declared a dependent of the juvenile court
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