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NOTE:  Current Revisions are Highlighted
Instructions on how CSWs can access non-emergent transportation for children with special health care needs was added.  Other non substantial changes have also been made.
Cancels:  None



DEPARTMENTAL VALUES

This policy supports the Department’s efforts to insure improved safety for children because of their tender years and being helpless dependent passengers, that current vehicle codes related to the “child-passenger restraint system” are observed as they are transported to various locations 

WHAT CASES ARE AFFECTED

This Procedural Guide is applicable to all new and existing referrals and cases.

OPERATIONAL IMPACT

California Vehicle Code Section 37360 requires that any child who is under six years of age and/or under 60 pounds must be placed in an appropriate child passenger restraint system while traveling in an automobile.  The Vehicle Code does permit limited exceptions to this requirement.  One is the case where it is not possible to place the child in an appropriate restraint system due to a physical barrier.  A body cast may constitute such a barrier.  While the law does permit a child in this situation to be restrained with a seat belt only, this option should be used in only an extreme emergency.  

In non-emergent situations involving children with special health care needs and must be transported to a placement, doctor’s or mental health appointment or from one place to another, the department has a new contract with INTL LIMO, INC., where arrangements can be made to transport children.  The CSW is advised to call the Medical Case Management Services Unit at the numbers below for assistance.  These vehicles have trained drivers and trained aides to assist with special medical needs of children such as wheelchairs, oxygen and other equipment, medication, and supplies during the child’s trip.  See Procedural Guide 0600-513.15, Requesting Non-Emergent Transportation for Children With Special Health Care Needs Under DCFS Supervision, for more information.  To obtain transportation under these circumstances, call one of the following numbers in the Medical Case Management Services Unit:
Jewel Wilson, SCSW


(626) 938-1740

Kathy Tsegga, Intake Coordinator

(626) 938-1714 or 1715

Sonia Lorenzi, Intake Coordinator

(626)938-1751
Reminder:
Arrangements for this service is available 24 hours daily, seven days a week.  After 5:30 P.M., call the designated Command Post ARA to arrange services.
The other exception applies to children under the age of six who normally would be placed in a child restraint system.  In the case of a life-threatening emergency, the child may be transported using only a seat belt.  However, the child should be transported no further than necessary and the CSW should make every effort to appropriately restrain the child as soon as the danger to the child has passed.

The DCFS regional offices are equipped with two types of child restraint systems. These are infant seats, designed for children who weigh less than 20 pounds and convertible car seats designed for children weighing between 20 and 60 pounds and over.  The infant seats face the back of the automobile and the convertible safety seats, (which can be rear-facing or forward-facing.)  The latter are used as child safety seats where the child is strapped in when the child weighs approximately 40 pounds or less.  As the child grows and becomes too tall for the installed straps, the seats are secured with the automobile’s lap and shoulder belts.

It is incumbent upon the CSW to be familiar with these child restraint systems.  Manufacturer’s instructions, as well as DCFS training, are available in the regional offices.

The safest place for a child to sit in the automobile is in the center of the back seat.  If more than one child must be transported, two additional children may be placed in the rear seat, as long as seat belts are available to which to attach the restraint system.  Because many, if not most, automobiles currently on the road are equipped with airbags in the front of the automobile, in no case shall a child younger than 12 years of age be allowed to ride in the front seat of the automobile.  A small child would be vulnerable to serious injury or death should an airbag deploy with the child sitting in its path.

Procedures

A. WHEN:
TRANSPORTING AN INFANT WHO WEIGHS LESS THAN 20 POUNDS

CSW Responsibilities
1. Place the infant in an infant restraint system.  If more than three children must be transported, request that the regional office provide a second CSW and automobile.  Strap the infant into the seat and ensure that the straps fit snugly over the infant’s shoulders.

2. Attach the seat to the center of the automobile’s back seat, facing backward, using the seat belt to secure the seat following the manufacturer’s instructions.
a) If it is not possible to restrain the child in the infant seat due to physical barriers such as a body cast:

b) in a non-emergent medical situation, such as a medical/mental health appointment or any place that the child must be transported, call the Medical Case Management Services Unit to arrange transportation.  See Page 2 for telephone numbers.
c) if the child must be detained and/or moved to a new placement, call the DCFS Medical Case Management Services Unit for assistance.

d) in an emergency, where there are no available alternatives, restrain the child in the back seat of the automobile using a seat belt.  If possible, obtain the assistance of another CSW or other responsible adult to sit with the child.

3. If a potentially life-threatening emergency exists and using the child restraint system is not possible: 

a) Restrain the child in the back seat of the automobile using a seat belt. 

b) If possible, obtain the assistance of another CSW or other responsible adult to sit with the child. 

c) Drive to the nearest point of safety and install the child in the restraint system.  If a restraint system is not available, call the regional office to request assistance. 

4. A child may not ride in the front seat of a motor vehicle with an active passenger air bag if the child is one of the following:

a) Under one year of age.
b)  Weighs less than 20 pounds.
c) Riding in a rear-facing child passenger restraint system

	NOTE:  The emergency situation most commonly encountered by CSWs usually occurs during a detention.  If law enforcement is not present, and the parent or other involved party is threatening either the CSW or the child, utilizing the procedures described above will ensure the child’s safety and ensure the CSW is in compliance with the law.



B.
WHEN:
TRANSPORTING A CHILD WHO WEIGHS BETWEEN




20 AND 40 POUNDS

Vehicle seat belts are designed to fit adults, and many children will not fit them well until they are around age 8 to 10 or older.  The CSW can use this five step test to determine if a child can fit into the vehicle seat belt safely without a booster.
1. Does the child sit all the way back against the auto seat?

2. Do the child’s knees bend comfortably at the edge of the auto seat?

3. Does the belt cross the shoulder between the neck and arm?

4. Is the lap belt as low as possible, touching the thighs?

5. Can the child stay seated like this for the whole trip?

If the answer is “no” to any of these questions, the child needs a booster seat to make both the shoulder belt and the lap belt fit correctly for the best crash protection.
There are many nationally certified child passenger safety technicians throughout California.  Check with your local CHP office or local Health Department to find a technician or “fitting station” near you.  You can also log on to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) website to find a fitting station.  

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/
CSW Responsibilities

1. Install a convertible child safety seat, facing forward, in the rear of the automobile.

2. Strap the child securely in the safety seat, following the manufacturer’s guidelines.

3. Follow the procedures in Part A, Steps 2 and 3.

C.
WHEN:
TRANSPORTING A CHILD WHO WEIGHS BETWEEN




40 AND 60 POUNDS

csw Responsibilities
1. Secure the convertible child safety seat, facing forward, in the rear of the automobile.

a) Ensure that the child’s shoulders are below the top set of strap slots before securing the child.

b) If the straps are too snug and cannot be lengthened, secure the child in the safety seat using the automobile’s shoulder strap and lap belt.

	NOTE:  The safety seat will raise the child enough for safe use of the shoulder 
   straps.  These seats can often be used until the child weighs 80 

   pounds.



2. Follow the procedures in Part A, Steps 2 and 3. 

3. A child under the age of six years who weighs less than 60 pounds may ride in the front seat of a motor vehicle, if properly secured in a child passenger restraint system that meets applicable federal motor vehicle safety standards, under any of the following circumstances:

3. There is no rear seat.
3. The rear seats are side-facing jump seats.
3. The rear seats are rear-facing seats.
3. The child passenger restraint system cannot be installed properly in the rear seat
3. All rear seats are already occupied by children under the age of 12 years.
3. Medical reasons necessitate that the child not ride in the rear seat. 


See Procedural Guide, 0600-513.15, Requesting Non-emergent Transportation 
for Medically Fragile Children Under DCFS Supervision.
D.
WHEN:
TRANSPORTING A CHILD WHO WEIGHS MORE THAN




60 POUNDS

CSW Responsibilities

1. If the child weighs less than approximately 80 pounds, secure a convertible child safety seat, facing forward, in the center back of the automobile.

	NOTE:  Most children who weigh less than 80 pounds are not tall enough to fit safely in a shoulder strap restraint while sitting on the seat of the automobile..  If the lap belt does not ride on the child’s hips and/or the shoulder strap rests against the child’s neck, a child safety seat must be utilized.



2. If the shoulder strap and lap belt rest on the appropriate areas of the child, secure the child using these devices.  If the child is too tall to enable the strap and lap belt to fit properly, place the child on the seat of the automobile and fasten the shoulder and lap belt.

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL LEVELS

	Section
	Level
	Approval

	A.
	
	No higher level approval required


OVERVIEW OF STATUTES/REGULATIONS

Vehicle Code Section 27360
(a)
A parent or legal guardian, when present in a motor vehicle, as defined in Section 27315, may not permit his or her child or ward to be transported upon a highway in the motor vehicle without providing and properly securing the child or ward, in a child passenger restraint system meeting applicable federal motor vehicle safety standards unless the child or ward is at least one of the following:

1. Six years of age or older.

2. Weighs 60 pounds or more.

(b)
A driver may not transport on a highway a child in a motor vehicle, as defined in Section 27315, without providing and properly securing the child in a rear seat in a child passenger restraint system meeting applicable federal motor vehicle safety standards unless the child is at least one of the following:

1. Six years of age or older.

2. Weighs 60 pounds or more.

This subdivision does not apply to a driver if the parent or legal guardian of the child is also present in the vehicle and is not the driver….

(c)
(1) For purposes of subdivisions (a) and (b), and except as provided in paragraph (2), a child or ward under the age of six years who weighs less than 60 pounds may ride in the front seat of a motor vehicle, if properly secured in a child passenger restraint system that meets applicable federal motor vehicle safety standards, under any of the following circumstances:


(A) There is no rear seat.


(B) The rear seats are side-facing jump seats.


(C) The rear seats are rear-facing seats.

(D) The child passenger restraint system cannot be installed properly in the rear seat.


(E) All rear seats are already occupied by children under the age of 12 years.


(F) Medical reasons necessitate that the child or ward not ride in the rear seat.  The court may require satisfactory proof of the child's medical condition.

(2) A child or ward may not ride in the front seat of a motor vehicle with an active passenger air bag if the child or ward is one of the following:


(A) Under one year of age.


(B) Weighs less than 20 pounds.


(C) Riding in a rear-facing child passenger restraint system….

LINKS

California Code


http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html
Division 31 Regulations

http://www.cdss.ca.gov/ord/PG309.htm
Title 22 Regulations


http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/ord/PG295.htm
RELATED POLICIES

Procedural Guide 0600-513.15, Requesting Non-emergent Transportation for Medically Fragile Children Under DCFS Supervision
Procedural Guide 0600-513.15, Medical Case Management Services (MCMS) Unit:  Intake/Transfer Criteria and Transfer Procedures
FORM(S) REQUIRED/LOCATION

Hard Copy


None

LA Kids:


None

CWS/CMS:


None

SDM




None
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