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DEPARTMENTAL VALUES

Achieving timely permanence for every child in foster care is one of the Department’s priorities.  Giving instructions and guidelines for staff to perform concurrent planning and/or TPR-related activities improves timelines to permanency for children.

WHAT CASES ARE AFFECTED

This Procedural Guide is applicable to all new and existing referrals and cases.

OPERATIONAL IMPACT

Planning for a child’s legal permanence begins upon initial removal from his or her parents. Concurrent planning i.e. setting up an alternative permanent plan, while at the same time providing family reunification services for a detained child shall be an integral practice.  Imbedded with concurrent planning is the practice of full disclosure which entails that all families are given honest and open information about the detrimental effects on children when they do not have permanency and how families can support the child’s permanency. Full disclosure also includes an on-going discussion with the parent(s) regarding their progress in meeting their case plan goals and the consequent results. It should occur from the initial contact with the family and is on-going throughout the life of the case.
Concurrent planning includes maintaining an ongoing record of the child’s history, including obtaining background information about his or her birth parents from the beginning of the case.  It also includes notifying parents of their option to participate in adoptive planning and to voluntarily relinquish the child for adoption.  

If Family Reunification is unsuccessful, the CSW must recommend a permanent plan at the WIC 366.26 hearing. Legal permanency is achieved when a child is successfully reunified with the parent(s) through reasonable efforts.  If reunification does not occur, the most permanent alternative plan is adoption.

This Procedural Guide identifies the tasks that must be completed in line with concurrent planning and also in particular, the tasks that must be completed prior to and immediately after the WIC 366.26 hearing when the plan is adoption.

A. WHEN:
CONCURRENT AND/OR EARLY ADOPTIVE PLANNING 

CSW Responsibilities

1.
Review and update, as needed, the Family Background forms.  See PG 0080-507.21, Concurrent Planning: Obtaining Family History Information, for more detailed information.

2.
Obtain, follow-up on and/or review the child’s certificate of live birth and/or any other applicable vital records for the identified parents, e.g., death certificates, etc.  See Procedural Guide 1200-500.10, Vital Records (Birth, Death, Marriage and Divorce), for more information.

3.
Conduct an on-going inquiry, review the case record and determine whether or not the child is an American Indian, as defined by the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA).  If so, follow ICWA provisions, per existing guidelines.  See Procedural Guide 1200-500.05, Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA), for more detailed information.
4.
Identify all parents involved, i.e., the birth mother and any alleged and/or presumed fathers (see Attachment 1 for definitions). 

5.
Conduct a thorough search (i.e., due diligence) for every parent whose whereabouts are unknown (including identity unknown parent).  See Procedural Guide 0300-306.75, Due Diligence, for more specific information.

6.
Notify parents of their option to participate in adoptive planning and to voluntarily relinquish.  See PG 0200-508.10, Advising & Providing Services to Parents Prior to Accepting a Statement of Understanding & Relinquishment Document, for more detailed information.

a) If a parent chooses to relinquish, notify the court.  See Procedural Guide 0300- 503.19, Notifying the Court of a Parent’s Relinquishment.

7.
No later than 90 days prior to the WIC 366.21(e) hearing or no later than five days after the detention hearing for cases meeting FTP criteria, complete the Concurrent Planning Assessment (CPA) by following procedures outlined in Procedural Guide 0080-507.20, Concurrent Planning and the Concurrent Planning Assessment (CPA), which includes the responsibilities of the SCSWs and Adoption CSW pertaining to the CPA.
8.
For attached cases (refer to Attachment 1 for definition), maintain contact with the  Adoption CSW (and outside adoption agency social worker, if applicable) regarding the status of the home study and/or any changes in the child’s case plan (e.g., the court orders a plan other than adoption).

9.
For unattached cases (refer to Attachment 1 for definition), maintain contact/confer with the Placement and Recruitment Unit (PRU) Recruiter and the Adoption CSW regarding the status of the recruitment efforts and/or any changes in the child’s case plan; and,

a)
Obtain and provide any other information/documentation/paperwork or recruitment-related assistance, as requested by PRU and/or Adoption CSW.

Adoption CSW Responsibilities
1.
When assigned, complete the Concurrent Planning Assessment (CPA) by following procedures set forth by Procedural Guide 0080-507.20, Concurrent Planning and the Concurrent Planning Assessment (CPA.
2.
When assigned to conduct a home study, follow procedures as set forth by Procedural Guide 0200-506.10, Applicant Assessment for the Adoption of Children.
3.
For unattached cases (refer to Attachment 1 for definition), maintain contact/collaborate with the PRU Recruiter in the recruitment/matching process. See Procedural Guide 0200-507.10, Identifying a Pre-Adoptive Family for a Child through the Placement and Recruitment Unit (PRU), for more detailed information.

a)
Obtain and provide any other information/documentation/paperwork recruitment-related assistance, as requested by PRU.

b)
If applicable, prepare for, conduct/participate in pre-placement conferences (see Attachment 1 for definition) and/or child presentation (see Attachment 1 for definition).  See Procedural Guides 0200-509.20, Pre-placement Conference and 0200-509.25, Presentation of Child Information to a Prospective Adoptive Parent for more specific information.

c) Prepare child and facilitate/perform pre-placement steps (see Attachment 1 for definition), including obtaining and providing any other information and/or documentation as requested by the Family Assessment Worker. See Procedural Guides 0200-501.25, Preparing Children For Adoption and 0200-509.30, Pre-Placement Steps: Fost-Adopt and Adoptive Placements for more specific information.

B.
WHEN:

PRIOR TO THE WIC 366.26 HEARING

NOTE:
If the court goes against the Department’s recommendation of termination of parental rights/adoption for a child, request that Juvenile Court Services (JCS) seek legal relief of the adverse decision.  See Procedural Guide 0300-507.05, Adverse Court Order/Decisions.  For cases on appeal, see Procedural Guide 0300-507.10, Cases Where a Writ Petition or Appeal is on File: Communication with County Counsel.

Case-Carrying CSW Responsibilities

1.
If after completion of the due diligence search, a parent’s whereabouts and/or identity remain unknown, and if publication is required, complete DCFS 4376 and 4378 to initiate the publication process.  See PG 0300-306.05, Notice of Hearing for Juvenile Court Proceedings and 0300-306.30, Notice of Publication of Citation, for more information.

2. Prior to the hearing requesting termination of family reunification (FR) services, complete a DCFS 4141, DI 366.26 Referral Form and submit the form and attachments i.e. CPA and copy of the birth certificate to the SCSW.

	NOTE:
The DCFS 4141 shall be submitted prior to any applicable hearing in which the Department will be recommending termination of Family Reunification (FR) services and/or asking that a WIC 366.26 Selection and Implementation hearing be set. Best practice suggests that the request form be submitted 45 days prior to the aforementioned hearing. However, the 45 days shall be considered a suggested time frame and cases may still be referred following the 45 days mark. A 26 DI may be assigned up to 30 days following the setting of the WIC 366.26 hearing. As outlined in the DCFS 4141 task matrix per CPR FYI 08-06, Requesting Assignment of a 26 DI Guide, the case-carrying CSW will take on additional task responsibilities if the DCFS 4141 is submitted on or after the WIC 366.26 hearing is already set. 


3. Upon approval by SCSW, forward the DCFS 4141 and the required attachments to the Dependency Investigator (DI) unit for an assignment of the TPR team.

4. Participate in the TPR conference and confer, as needed, with the 26 DI and Adoption CSW as to any additional information/documentation needed and as to the appropriateness of the recommendation and any other issues related to TPR.

26 DI Responsibilities

Under CPR, The TPR Team consists of the 26 DI and his or her support staff.  That support staff will vary by office but will include some combination of the following: Search Clerk, DIA, Publication Clerk and Unit clerk.  The 26 DI will be the lead in making certain that all potential parents to a child have been identified and properly noticed for all 366.26 hearings and in ensuring that all TPR requirements contained in the court report meet legally sufficient standards.   The 366.26 TPR report is a joint venture between all 3 parties (case-carrying CSW, Adoption CSW and 26 DI) and requires a TPR conference prior to initiating the report.  All adoption activities which include the writing of the corresponding components of the 366.26 court report as well as all progress reports for the purposes of reporting on adoptive planning, are the primary responsibility of the Adoption CSW.  See Procedural Guide 0300-503.20, Writing the WIC 366.26 Hearing Report, for more detailed instructions. In cases where the FM&R/G CSW is writing the WIC 366.26 report recommending TPR and the plan of adoption, the FM&R/G CSW is responsible for conducting all activities listed below that would otherwise be handled by the DI /TPR Team.
1.
Review the child’s case and the submitted DCFS 4141 and the corresponding attachments.

a) Identify and document potential barriers to TPR.

b) When necessary, confer with the TPR team, case-carrying CSW and Adoption CSW and if applicable, initiate efforts to resolve potential barriers to TPR.

2. Obtain needed information/documentation necessary for TPR which includes requesting birth certificates or creating/generating non-existent birth certificates if it has not been completed by the CSW and following up on subsequent due diligence leads, if applicable.

3. If after completion of the due diligence search, a parent’s whereabouts remains unknown, publish for the parent if court so ordered or if applicable, notice the parent’s counsel of record.  See Procedural Guide 0300-306.05, Notice of Hearing for Juvenile Court Proceedings and 0300-306.30, Notice of Publication of Citation, for more information.

4. Notice all parents whose whereabouts are known and any other parties requiring a notice.  If a parent is incarcerated and has not signed a waiver of appearance, prepare a removal order.  See Procedural Guides 0300-306.05, Notice of Hearing for Juvenile Court Proceedings; 0300-306.26, California Correctional Institutions 0300-306.27, Out of County Personal Service; and 0300-306.45, Removal Order: Incarcerated Parent in California State Prison/ or County/City Jail Outside Los Angeles County.

5. Obtain all the information, documentation and statements necessary for the completion of the 366.26 report and complete the report as set forth by Procedural Guide 0300-503.20, Writing the WIC 366.26 Hearing Report.

6. In the Family Information Notebook, enter the paternity finding for the father(s) by selecting one of the following: Establisher; Ruled-out or No Finding Made.  This information will populate to the AD90/AD551A (effective 11/1/08).

7. Fax or have a support staff fax all vital records (birth, marriage, death, and/or divorce certificates) required for TPR to the Adoptions Central Clerical Staff (Fax number 213-351-2755) before the WIC 366.26 Hearing. Include on the Cover Sheet the following information: Name of Child, DOB, Court Number, Dept. # and 26 Hearing Date.  File fax confirmation in the case file.  See Section C, for more information about the Adoptions Central Clerical Staff function. 

Adoption CSW Responsibilities

1.
Obtain all the information, documentation and statements necessary for the completion of the sections for which the Adoption CSW is responsible in the 366.26 report and complete the report as set forth by Procedural Guide 0300-503.20, Writing the WIC 366.26 Hearing Report. 
C.
WHEN:

ENDING DI 366.26 TPR ASSIGNMENT PRIOR TO TPR
Ending the DI assignment prior to TPR as set forth in this section shall be allowed when all of the following are satisfied:

· The DI has completed his or her work on a 366.26 TPR case and all legal matters have been fully addressed and satisfied
· Notice has been found proper yet the court has not terminated parental rights and the next hearing is a progress report.  If the next hearing requires a full 366.26 report, the DI shall remain assigned with the case.   
Proceed to and follow instructions in Section D if the 26 DI has remained in the case until TPR has occurred.
26 DI Responsibilities

1.
Prior to ending assignment on the case, complete the following: 

a)
Confirm that CWS/CMS data entry for six critical items, including:  (1) Related Clients and AKAs, (2) Paternity, (3) Cohabitation, (4) ICWA, (5) Parent(s)’ SSN and (6) Birth Place/Vital Records Verification, has taken place and was found to be complete and accurate.

b)
Ensure that the vital records required for TPR have been faxed to APRD Central Clerical and that the Fax Cover Sheet Confirmation and vital record copies are included in the case file.  (See 26 DI Responsibilities, step # 7 in Section B)
c) Generate and mail courtesy notices for the upcoming hearing and send a copy            to the Adoption CSW assigned to the case.

2. Close the DI segment per existing procedures and forward the case file to the Adoption CSW assigned to the case.

Adoption CSW Responsibilities
1.
Complete the 366.26 progress report as applicable.  If a subsequent 366.26 progress report is necessary, complete any required courtesy notices.  

NOTE:
If new legal issues arise after the DI’s case assignment has ended, the Adoption SCSW will immediately refer the case to the DI SCSW for reassignment of a DI.  The referral shall include return of the DI/TPR legal file with memo explaining the new legal issue(s). 
2.
As applicable and after TPR, respond to questions/requests received from APRD Central Clerical. 

3.
Combine the DI/TPR file with the legal file after adoption has finalized.
D.
WHEN:

AFTER PARENTAL RIGHTS HAVE BEEN TERMINATED AND THE         





CHILD HAS BEEN FREED FOR ADOPTION 

Under revised CPR procedures, TPR Filing Procedures will be centralized and responsibilities for creating the AD90/551A shifts from a combined social work/clerical function in the field to a clerical function completed by the Adoption and Permanency Resource Division (APRD) Central Clerical.  

All CSWs assigned to a case will receive “TPR Filing Document Notification” from APRD Central Clerical shortly after TPR to inform them that documents have been filed with the State OR that follow up is required.  APRD SCSWs will continue to receive the Blue Adoption Folder from the APRD Central Clerical, containing a copy of the AD90/551A sent to CDSS and any supporting documentation.  
In cases where the FM&R/G CSW was responsible for writing the WIC 366.26 report recommending TPR and the plan of adoption, the FM&R/G CSW shall be responsible for conducting all the activities listed below that would otherwise be handled by the DI.
See Section C for instructions on when a .26 DI may end his or her case assignment prior to the termination of parental right.

26 DI Responsibilities

1.
Upon TPR, review six (6) fields of information in CWS/CMS to confirm that they are complete and correctly recorded.  These data entry fields include:  (1) Related Clients, (2) Paternity, (3) Cohabitation, (4) ICWA, (5) SSN and (6) Birth Place/Vital Records Verification.  NOTE:  CWS/CMS Data Entry requirements remain the same.  

3. Upon receipt of the “TPR Filing Document Notification” from APRD Central Clerical with the information and date that the AD90/551A has been sent to the State, close the DI segment per existing procedures.

a)
If the “TPR Filing Document Notification” indicates that follow up is required, complete any requested action. Follow up with APRD Central Clerical Staff for all other TPR filing-related issues, as needed. 

Case-Carrying CSW Responsibilities

1.
Ensure that the child’s foster care rate documentation is current so the AAP benefit rate can be accurately determined.  See Procedural Guides 0200-511.05, Initiating Adoption Assistance Program & Medi-Cal Benefits; 0900-522.10, Specialized Care Criteria – Schedule “D”; 0900-522.11, Specialized Care Criteria – Schedule “F” and 0900-511.1 Regional Center Rates For Dual Agency Children, for more information.

2.
When adoption has finalized, transfer the case to the Adoptions and Permanency Resources Division by following procedures as set forth by Procedural Guide 1000-504.60, Case Transfer To/From/Within Adoptions Division.
APPROVAL LEVELS

	Section
	Level
	Approval

	A.
	SCSW

ARA

RA/Division Chief
	CPA

Signature, if required

Signature, if required

	B.
	SCSW

DI and Adoption SCSW
	referral to TPR team

case assignment and court report


	C.
	SCSW


	Case Transfer/Closure

	D.
	SCSW

Clerical Supervisor 
	Case Transfer/Closure; court report approval
Filing/TPR packet forms


OVERVIEW OF STATUTES/REGULATIONS

Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA) of 1997 emphasizes child safety and the importance of moving children through the child welfare system quickly to establish a permanent home.

Foster care is a short-term option for children while the child welfare agency completes their permanency plan:

(
Affirms that permanency planning includes reunification;

(
Requires that a permanency hearing be held no later than 12 months of the child’s entry into foster care 42 USC § 675 (a)(5)(C)];

(
Requires that termination of parental rights must be initiated for children who have been in foster care for 15 of the most recent 22 months unless the child is placed safely with relatives, there is a compelling reason why TPR is not in the child’s best interest, or the family has not received the services that were part of the case plan 42 USC § 675 (a)(5)(E)].

Permanency planning should begin as soon as the child enters care:

(
Reasonable efforts to place a child for adoption or legal guardianship may be made concurrently with reasonable efforts to reunify with the family; [42 USC § 671 (a)(15)(F)

(
Reasonable efforts shall be made to place the child in a timely manner in accordance with the permanency plan and to complete whatever steps are necessary to finalize the permanent placement of the child [42 USC § 671(a)(15)].

(
In the case of a child with respect to whom the permanency plan is adoption or placement in another permanent home, documentation of the steps the agency is taking to find an adoptive family or other permanent living arrangement, to place the child with an adoptive family, a fit and willing relative, a legal guardian, or in another planned permanent living arrangement, and to finalize the adoption or legal guardianship…[42 USC § 675 (a)(15)(E)] 
California Department of Social Services (CDSS) Manual of Policies and Procedures (MPP) Division 31-201.12 states that the order of priority of services when determining the case plan goal.

Welfare and Institutions Code Section 366.26(c)(1), states in pertinent part that if the court determines that reunification services not be offered based upon evidence that the whereabouts of a parent have been unknown for six months, the parent has failed to visit or contact the child for six months, the parent has been convicted of a felony indicating parental unfitness, the court has continued to remove the child from the custody of the parent or guardian and has terminated reunification services, shall constitute a sufficient basis for termination of parental rights unless the court finds a compelling reason for determining that termination would be detrimental to the child. 

RELATED POLICIES

Procedural Guide 0080-507.20, Concurrent Planning and the Concurrent Planning Assessment 

Procedural Guide 0080-507.21, Concurrent Planning: Obtaining Family History Information

Procedural Guide 0300-503.19, Notifying the Court of a Parent’s Relinquishment
Procedural Guide 0300-507.05, Adverse Court Order/Decisions

Procedural Guide 0300-507.10, Cases Where A Writ Petition Or Appeal is on File:


Communication with County Counsel 

Procedural Guide 0200-507.10, Identifying a Pre-Adoptive Family For a Child Through The Placement and Recruitment Unit (PRU)

Procedural Guide 0200-511.05, Initiating Adoption Assistance Program & Medi-Cal Benefits

Procedural Guide 0200-508.10, Advising & Providing Services to Parents Prior to

Accepting a Statement of Understanding &  Relinquishment Document

Procedural Guide 0200-509.25, Presentation of Child Information to a    

 Prospective Adoptive Parent

Procedural Guide 0200-509.20, Pre-placement Conference

Procedural Guide 0200-501.25, Preparing Children For Adoption 

Procedural Guide 0200-509.30, Pre-Placement Steps: Fost-Adopt and Adoptive









  Placements
Procedural Guide 0200-515.05, Adoption of Children Under the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA)

Procedural Guide 0300-306.05, Notice of Hearing for Juvenile Court Proceedings

Procedural Guide 0300-306.26, California Correctional Institutions 

Procedural Guide 0300-306.27, Out of County Personal Service

Procedural Guide 0300-306.45, Removal Order: Incarcerated Parent in California

State Prison/ or County/City Jail Outside Los Angeles County 
Procedural Guide 0300-306.30, Notice of Publication of Citation
Procedural Guide 0300-306.75, Due Diligence
Procedural Guide 0300-503.20, Writing the WIC 366.26 Hearing Report

Procedural Guide 0300-503.25, Removing a Child From the Home of a Prospective Adoptive Parent(s)

Procedural Guide 0300-508.25, Requesting Corrected Minute Orders: Missing Minute Orders
Procedural Guide 0900-522.10, Specialized Care Criteria – Schedule “D”

Procedural Guide 0900-522.11, Specialized Care Criteria – Schedule “F” 

Procedural Guide 1000-504.60, Case Transfer To/From/Within Adoptions Division

Procedural Guide 1200-500.10, Vital Records (Birth, Death, Marriage and Divorce)

FORM(S) REQUIRED/LOCATION

Hard Copy

None
LA Kids:


Family Background 1






Family Background 2






Family Background 3


Follow-up Sheet


Case Review Tool

DCFS 4376, Application for Orders for Publication of Citation (W.I.C. 366.26 Hearing)

DCFS 4376, Order for Publication of Citation (W.I.C. 366.26 Hearing)

DCFS 4141, DI 366.26 Referral Form
TPR Filing Document Notification
CWS/CMS:

AD 90, Supporting Information for Issuance of California Department of Social Services Acknowledgement and Confirmation of Receipt of Relinquishment Documents/AD 551A, Notification of Procedure In Lieu of Signing Relinquishment, Waiver or Denial

Case Plan


Case Plan Update


Concurrent Planning Assessment (CPA)

Family Background 1


Family Background 2


Family Background 3



WIC 366.26 Hearing Report


JV 300, Notice of Hearing on Selection of A Permanent Plan - Juvenile


JV 510, Proof of Service






Assignment Notebook 


Case Transfer Notebook


SDM
Structured Decision-Making – Initial Family Strengths and Needs Assessment


Structured Decision-Making – Risk Assessment



Structured Decision-Making – Safety Assessment

ATTACHMENT 1

Glossary

Activation (of the adoption alternative permanent plan):

This occurs when adoption home study or matching/recruitment activities are initiated.  For “unattached” children, the CPA is faxed to the APRD Placement and Recruitment Unit (PRU).  For “attached” children, the completed and approved CPA is directed to the Adoption SCSW in the office for direct case assignment of the home study.  

Adoptive Parent:

A person who has obtained an order of adoption.

Applicant:

In the context of adoption, a person who has submitted a written application to adopt a child to a licensed adoption agency (e.g., DCFS) and who is being considered by that agency for the adoptive placement of a child.

Alleged Father:

An identified or unidentified man who has not been found by the court to be a legal, presumed or biological father and who might be the father of the child.  He or the mother might claim that he is the father.  

Attached Cases:

This term relates to permanency planning and refers to children who are currently residing with someone who wants to adopt the child if reunification fails.  Generally these are: a relative, sibling’s caregiver or non-related extended family member (or the plan is for the child to reside with a relative or non- related extended family member pending ASFA or ICPC approval)  or the current foster parent. 

Biological Father:

A man who, after genetic testing, has been found by court to be the child’s biological father and who has not been found to be a legal or presumed father.

Birth Father:

A man who is either alleged or presumed (see definitions) to be a child’s biological father or who has conclusively been found to be the father by way of genetic testing.

Birth Mother:

The woman who gave birth to the child.

Concurrent Planning:  

Working toward family reunification while, at the same time, developing an alternative permanent plan.  Concurrent Planning is the legally mandated method for providing child welfare services, and represents a dramatic shift from providing services sequentially.  From an operations perspective, concurrent planning means many services previously done late in the system are done “up front.”  

Fast-Track-To-Permanence Case (FTP):

A DCFS-supervised case in which all parents are found to meet at least one of the provisions of WIC 361.5.  This allows for a non-reunification order at the disposition hearing.  Permanency planning starts immediately for these cases, including activation of the adoption alternative plan, even if the court orders reunification.  Note:  Until the court makes a non-reunification order, reunification services must be provided for these cases.

Fost-Adopt Placement:

The placement of a non-freed child on a foster care basis with approved adoptive applicants who have been certified/licensed as foster parents and who intend to adopt the child when parental rights have been terminated.

Placement and Recruitment (PRU) Unit:

Adoptions staff who are responsible for recruitment efforts for “Unattached Activated” cases.  PRU staff actively recruit and identify resource families and prospective adoptive families for children who would otherwise remain in the child welfare system.  

Presumed Father:

Also known as the legal father and is:

1. Anyone to whom mother was legally married within 300 days before the child’s birth.  People who are legally divorced, legally separated, or have an annulment issued by a court are not legally married.

2. Anyone who received the child into his home and told other people he was the father.

3. Anyone whom a court has found to be a presumed or legal father (this includes family court, dependency court, and judgments for child support services).

4. Anyone who signed a voluntary declaration of paternity at the hospital and appears on the child’s birth certificate as the father.

5. Other men who tried to marry the mother or thought they had married the mother (even if it turns out that they did not), and even if after the birth) may qualify as a presumed father.  Consult County Counsel.  

Pre-Placement Conference:

In the context of adoption, a meeting or telephone conference involving the case-carrying CSW, the Applicant (“A”) CSW or outside adoption agency social worker, and their supervisors to discuss the appropriateness of a child/applicant match.  The specific needs of the child, his/her family history and the applicant family’s capacities to meet those needs are discussed and documented at this conference.

Pre-Placement Steps:

In the context of adoption, scheduled contacts (e.g., face-to-face visits, telephone calls, etc.) between a child and a prospective adoptive family to facilitate the adoptive placement.

Presentation:

In the context of adoption, a meeting at which the case-carrying CSW and Adoption CSW and/or Family Assessment Worker or outside adoption agency social worker provide verbal and written non-identifying information about a child and his or her birth parents to a prospective adoptive family.

Prospective Adoptive Parent

A family with an approved homestudy identified by PRU as interested in being matched with the child for purposes of adoption. OR
Welfare and Institutions Code Section 366.26(n) defines a “prospective adoptive parent” as follows:

The court, at a hearing held pursuant to WIC 366.26 or anytime thereafter, may designate a current caregiver as a prospective adoptive parent if:

· the child has lived with the caregiver for at least six months;

· the caregiver currently expresses a commitment to adopt the child, 

· the caregiver has taken at least one step to facilitate the adoption process.  

For purposes of this subdivision, steps to facilitate the adoption process include, but are not limited to, the following: 

· Applying for an adoption home study. 

· Cooperating with an adoption home study. 

· Being designated by the court or the licensed adoption agency as the adoptive family. 

· Requesting de facto parent status. 

· Signing an adoptive placement agreement. 

· Engaging in discussions regarding a post-adoption contact agreement with the CSW, child’s attorney, child’s CASA volunteer, adoption agency or the court. 

· Working to overcome any impediments that have been identified by the State Department of Social Services and the licensed adoption agency. 

· Attending classes required of prospective adoptive parents. 

Resource Family:

This is the term used to identify caregivers that have been dually prepared and licensed for both foster or temporary care and adoption.  These families are prepared to work reunification with birth parents and to provide a permanent adoptive home if reunification fails.  If and when a plan for legal guardianship has been approved in accordance with DCFS Policy, these caregivers are also considered resource families.  

Unattached Cases: 

This term is related to permanency planning and refers to children who are in need of a “resource family;” their alternative permanent plan is not to remain with their current caregiver(s).  The adoption plan for these children should be activated as early as possible but no later than the .21e/1st status review hearing, in order to match the child with an appropriate resource family.  

You may refer to the Glossary Section in LA Kids for a more comprehensive list of definitions.
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