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NOTE:  Current Revisions are Highlighted.

WIC 241.1 Pilot Project started out of two Pasadena Delinquency Courts (Dept 270 & 271) where any WIC 300 youth who has a new WIC 602 petition filed in either of the two Delinquency Courts will be referred to Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) located in the Children’s Court which is made up of staffs from DCFS (WIC 241.1 Unit), Probation, DMH and education advocates.
Cancels: None




DEPARTMENTAL VALUES

The Department continues to focus on the three priorities (safety, timely permanency and reducing recidivism).  This procedural guide will provide a guideline on how to determine and recommend to the juvenile court which status would serve the best interests of these children and the protection of society when addressing children who appear to come within the description of both WIC 300 and WIC 601 or 602.  By doing so, DCFS may provide safe and timely services, and reduce recidivism.
WHAT CASES ARE AFFECTED

This Procedural Guide is applicable to all new and existing referrals and cases.

OPERATIONAL IMPACT

A dependent child of the court may be placed on probation without delinquency court wardship, under Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC) Section 654.2, 725a or 790, or with delinquency court wardship under Welfare and Institutions Code Section 602.  In these cases, the youth will usually be dually supervised by DCFS and the Probation Department.  (There may be cases in which the MDT recommends that the child be declared a 602 and that the youth’s 300 case be terminated in order that Probation solely supervise the youth.  The goal of dual supervision is to provide services that are in the best interest of the youth and ensure the protection and safety of both the youth and the community.

There are two types of dual supervision: 1) Informal dual supervision – when a youth is a dependent under WIC 300 and on probation without wardship under WIC 654.2, 725a or 790 and 2) Formal dual jurisdiction – when a youth is a dependent under WIC 300 and a ward under WIC 602. 

When the youth is under informal dual jurisdiction, DCFS is the lead agency.  DCFS or Probation may be the lead agency when the youth is under formal dual jurisdiction.  The lead agency is responsible for the planning, treatment and placement of the youth.  In both informal and formal dual jurisdiction, the Probation Department is responsible for enforcing the conditions of probation related to any delinquent behavior and for preparing all reports required by the delinquency court.
On June 4, 1999, DCFS and the Probation Department entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) regarding dual supervision cases.  With the passage of AB 129, the MOU was further revised to establish the WIC 241.1 Pilot Project.  This project includes youths from the two Pasadena Delinquency Courts (Departments 270 and 271) who are dependents under WIC 300 and who have a new WIC 602 petitions filed in either department 270 or 271.  These cases will be referred to the Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) which is made up of staff from DCFS (WIC 241.1 Unit), Probation, DMH and education advocates.
The MDT will be responsible for:
1. Preparing all joint assessments

2. Making recommendation to the Court on:

a. Appropriate legal status for the youth

b. Necessary service plan for the youth

3. Linking the youth to the necessary services

4. Tracking the youth’s progress during the delivery of services

5. Reporting to the Court

The MOU establishes the following procedures for dual supervision cases:

1. If the child who is the subject of a delinquency filing is not a dependent child of the court and the Deputy Probation Officer (DPO) believes that the child comes within the description of WIC 300, an order for a WIC 241.1 joint assessment shall be sought by the DPO.  See Procedural Guide 0070-549.10, Dcfs-Probation Wic 241.1 Joint Assessment Protocol.

	NOTE:
DPOs are mandated reporters who are required to contact Child Protection Hotline when they suspect that a child is a victim of abuse/neglect.  DPO may request a WIC 241.1 Joint Assessment at the time the referral is initiated.



2. If the WIC 241.1 joint assessment is for dual supervision under WIC Section 654 or 725(a), DCFS will file a WIC 300 petition or initiate a Voluntary Family Maintenance Contract or Voluntary Reunification Services Contract.

3. When a dependent child is placed on non-court informal supervision as a result of a WIC Section 652 referral, the investigating DPO shall send a copy of the arrest report and WIC 654 contract to the case-carrying CSW.  The case-carrying CSW shall be notified within five judicial days when the case is assigned to a supervising DPO.

4. When a delinquency court petition (WIC 601 or 602) on behalf of a dependent child results in an order for dual supervision under 654.2 or 725(a), the investigating DPO shall, upon receipt of the minute order, fax a copy to the case-carrying CSW.  The investigating DPO shall transfer the case to the DPO responsible for providing ongoing supervision within five judicial days of the court order.  The DPO shall consult with the case-carrying CSW within five judicial days of the case being assigned to him or her to plan and coordinate services for dual supervision.

For Pasadena Pilot Project where any WIC 300 youth who has a new WIC 602 petition filed in either of the two Pasadena Delinquency Court (Dept 270 & 271), the child’s case will be referred to Multidisciplinary Team (MDT).  CSWs/DIs will follow MDT staff instructions and submit a 241.1 report to the MDT.  Please refer to Procedural Guide 0070-549.10, DCFS-Probation WIC 241.1 Joint Assessment Protocol.
5. The DPO shall inform the case-carrying CSW within two judicial days of learning of any new referrals for law violations.  Information regarding the handling of such referrals is shared as soon as it becomes available (i.e., the filing of a petition, rejection by the District Attorney, court dates, etc.).  The DPO is responsible for reporting violations to Delinquency Court.

6. The DPO and the-carrying CSW and will consult with each other when preparing court reports and/or case plans.  

For Pasadena Pilot Project where any WIC 300 youth who has a new WIC 602 petition filed in either of the two Pasadena Delinquency Court (Dept 270 & 271), the child’s case will be referred to Multidisciplinary Team (MDT).  CSWs/DIs will follow MDT staff instructions and submit a 241.1 report to the MDT.  Please refer to Procedural Guide 0070-549.10, DCFS-Probation WIC 241.1 Joint Assessment Protocol.
a) The DPO will write the six-month reports and any other reports required for the delinquency court and include information provided by the case-carrying CSW.  

b) The case-carrying CSW and/or the Dependency Investigator will write any reports required by the dependency court and include information provided by the DPO.  

c) The case-carrying CSW will provide a case summary memo to the DPO for a child placed on non-court informal supervision pursuant to WIC 654.

7. In the event of disagreement between the DPO and the case-carrying CSW regarding the appropriate handling of violations, their respective supervisors will mediate a settlement.

For the Pilot Project cases where there is a disagreement in the MDT as to the recommendation that should be made to the Court regarding the appropriate legal status for the subject youth, the MDT CSW should refer the matter to the Juvenile Court Liaison Assistant Regional Administrator (ARA) and the MDT DPO should refer the matter to the Juvenile Field Services Bureau Director.

· The Juvenile Consultant with Juvenile Field Services Bureau shall be the final arbiter for cases that originate with Probation.
· The Director of Juvenile Court Services shall make the final decision on cases that originated with DCFS.
8. If the DPO is unable to contact the case-carrying CSW, the DPO shall contact Juvenile Court Services Liaison Office at (323) 526-6705.

	NOTE:
If the case-carrying CSW is unable to contact the DPO, the case-carrying CSW shall contact Probation Information Center (PIC).  9150 E. Imperial Highway.  Downey, CA 90242.  Phone Toll Free (866) 931-2222, or (818) 374-6635.  M - F 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.  Email: pic@probation.co.la.ca.us



DCFS RESPONSIBILITIES

The case-carrying CSW shall be responsible for:

· all child safety issues

· providing case management services, following established DCFS policies and procedures, including, but not limited to:

· face-to-face contacts

· collateral contacts

· health care, including mental health services

· dental care

· visitation between the child and his or her family

· education services

· emancipation planning

· placement services

· investigation of child abuse allegations

PROBATION RESPONSIBILITIES

The DPO assumes responsibility for monitoring:

· community services 

· substance abuse counseling or treatment

· collection of restitution

· other conditions of probation ordered by the delinquency court not included in duties encompassed by the case-carrying CSW

JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

Joint efforts of the case-carrying CSW and DPO shall focus on preventing further delinquent acts or behavior that might cause a child to move from the dependency system to the delinquency system.  The case-carrying CSW and DPO shall work together to see that needed services are provided for children regardless of who has the responsibility as delineated in the MOU.

The case-carrying CSW and DPO are encouraged to make joint home calls whenever possible.  There shall be monthly telephonic contact between the case-carrying CSW and the DPO regarding the child’s progress and achievement of the case plan goals.  The case-carrying CSW and DPO share responsibility for crisis intervention for acute behavior problems.

In the event that a subsequent delinquency petition is filed on a dual supervision case, a joint assessment pursuant to WIC 241.1 shall be prepared to determine the most appropriate recommendation.  See Procedural Guide 0070-549.10, Dcfs-Probation Wic 241.1 Joint Assessment Protocol, for information regarding when the CSW prepares the assessment and when the DPO prepares it.

Procedures

A.
WHEN:
IDENTIFY AND TRACK DUAL SUPERVISION CASES IN CWS/CMS

CSW Responsibilities

1. Click “Client Services” Notebook 

2. Click “Open Existing Case” Folder 

3. Select the child in the “Open this Case” dialog box, and click “OK”.

4. Click on “Spec Proj” page tab 

5. Click “+” to add a row to the Special Projects page

6. Click “(” (down arrow) to open the drop down menu of the Special Project Name
7. Select “Dual Supervision Cases”

8. Select “Start Date” when Dual Supervision was initiated by the court.

County text box automatically populates: Los Angeles

Description text box automatically populates:

“A current dependent of the court placed on probation without delinquency court wardship, under either WIC Section 654/725 (a).  The goal of dual supervision is to provide services, which provide for the protection & safety of both the child & community.”
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B.
WHEN:
PROVIDING CASE MANAGEMENT ON A DUAL SUPERVISION CASE

Case-Carrying CSW and/ or Dependency Investigator (DI) Responsibilities

1. Provide case management services, following established DCFS policies and procedures.

For the Pilot Project cases, CSWs/DIs are to follow the MDT’s instructions regarding case management and deliveries.
2. Maintain monthly telephonic contact with the Deputy Probation Officer (DPO) regarding the child’s progress and achievement of the case plan goals.

3. Consult with the DPO when preparing dependency court reports and/or case plans.  Obtain his or her input and any relevant case information and incorporate it into the case plan and/or court report.

For the Pilot Project cases, CSWs/DIs are to follow the MDT’s instructions and submit a memo to MDT as instructed.
	NOTE:
If unable to contact the DPO, contact If the case-carrying CSW is unable to contact the DPO, the case-carrying CSW shall contact Probation Information Center (PIC).  9150 E. Imperial Highway.  Downey, CA 90242.  Phone Toll Free (866) 931-2222, or (818) 374-6635.  M - F 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.  Email: pic@probation.co.la.ca.us and apprise them of the situation.



4. Provide the DPO with input when the DPO is preparing delinquency court reports and/or case plans.

For the Pilot Project cases, CSWs/DIs are to follow the MDT’s instructions and submit a memo to MDT as instructed.
5. At the request of the DPO, provide a case summary memo regarding a child placed on non-court informal supervision pursuant to WIC 654.

6. Make joint home calls with the DPO whenever possible.

7. In the event there is a disagreement with the DPO regarding the appropriate handling of violations, refer the matter to the SCSW for resolution.

For the Pilot Project cases, where there is disagreement in the MDT on the recommendation to the Court regarding the appropriate legal status for the subject youth, the CSW should refer the matter to the Juvenile Court Liaison Deputy Regional Administrator and the DPO should refer the matter to the Juvenile Field Services Bureau.

8. Document all contacts with the DPO and MDT members in the Contact Notebook.

For the Pilot Project cases, document all contacts with MDT and DPO in the Contact Notebook.
APPROVAL LEVELS

	Section
	Level
	Approval

	A.
	None
	None

	B.
	None
	None


OVERVIEW OF STATUTES/REGULATIONS

Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 241.1 states: 

(a) Whenever a minor appears to come within the description of both Section 300 and Section 601 or 602, the county probation department and the child welfare services department shall, pursuant to a jointly developed written protocol described in subdivision (b), initially determine which status will serve the best interests of the minor and the protection of society. The recommendations of both departments shall be presented to the juvenile court with the petition that is filed on behalf of the minor, and the court shall determine which status is appropriate for the minor. Any other juvenile court having jurisdiction over the minor shall receive notice from the court, within five calendar days, of the presentation of the recommendations of the departments. The notice shall include the name of the judge to whom, or the courtroom to which, the recommendations were presented.

(b) The probation department and the child welfare services department in each county shall jointly develop a written protocol to ensure appropriate local coordination in the assessment of a minor described in subdivision (a), and the development of recommendations by these departments for consideration by the juvenile court. These protocols shall require, which requirements shall not be limited to, consideration of the nature of the referral, the age of the minor, the prior record of the minor's parents for child abuse, the prior record of the minor for out-of-control or delinquent behavior, the parents' cooperation with the minor's school, the minor's functioning at school, the nature of the minor's home environment, and the records of other agencies that have been involved with the minor and his or her family. The protocols also shall contain provisions for resolution of disagreements between the probation and child welfare services departments regarding the need for dependency or ward status and provisions for determining the circumstances under which a new petition should be filed to change the minor's status.

(c) Whenever a minor who is under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court of a county pursuant to Section 300, 601, or 602 is alleged to come within the description of Section 300, 601, or 602 by another county, the county probation department or child welfare services department in the county that has jurisdiction under Section 300, 601, or 602 and the county probation department or child welfare services department of the county alleging the minor to be within one of those sections shall initially determine which status will best serve the best interests of the minor and the protection of society.  The recommendations of both departments shall be presented to the juvenile court in which the petition is filed on behalf of the minor, and the court shall determine which status is appropriate for the minor.  In making their recommendation to the juvenile court, the departments shall conduct an assessment consistent with the requirements of subdivision (b). Any other juvenile court having jurisdiction over the minor shall receive notice from the court in which the petition is filed within five calendar days of the presentation of the recommendations of the departments. The notice shall include the name of the judge to whom, or the courtroom to which, the recommendations were presented.

(d) Except as provided in subdivision (e), nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize the filing of a petition or petitions, or the entry of an order by the juvenile court, to make a minor simultaneously both a dependent child and a ward of the court.

(e) Notwithstanding subdivision (d), the probation department and the child welfare services department, in consultation with the presiding judge of the juvenile court, in any county may create a jointly written protocol to allow the county probation department and the child welfare services department to jointly assess and produce a recommendation that the child be designated as a dual status child, allowing the child to be simultaneously a dependent child and a ward of the court. This protocol shall be signed by the chief probation officer, the director of the county social services agency, and the presiding judge of the juvenile court prior to its implementation. No juvenile court may order that a child is simultaneously a dependent child and a ward of the court pursuant to this subdivision unless and until the required protocol has been created and entered into. This protocol shall include:

(1) A description of the process to be used to determine whether the child is eligible to be designated as a dual status child.

(2) A description of the procedure by which the probation department and the child welfare services department will assess the necessity for dual status for specified children and the process to make joint recommendations for the court's consideration prior to making a determination under this section. These recommendations shall ensure a seamless transition from wardship to dependency jurisdiction, as appropriate, so that services to the child are not disrupted upon termination of the wardship.

(3) A provision for ensuring communication between the judges who hear petitions concerning children for whom dependency jurisdiction has been suspended while they are within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court pursuant to Section 601 or 602. A judge may communicate by providing a copy of any reports filed pursuant to Section 727.2 concerning a ward to a court that has jurisdiction over dependency proceedings concerning the child.

(4) A plan to collect data in order to evaluate the protocol pursuant to Section 241.2.

(5) Counties that exercise the option provided for in this subdivision shall adopt either an "on-hold" system as described in subparagraph (A) or a "lead court/lead agency" system as described in subparagraph (B). In no case shall there be any simultaneous or duplicative case management or services provided by both the county probation department and the child welfare services department. It is the intent of the Legislature that judges, in cases in which more than one judge is involved, shall not issue conflicting orders. 

 (A) In counties in which an on-hold system is adopted, the dependency jurisdiction shall be suspended or put on hold while the child is subject to jurisdiction as a ward of the court. When it appears that termination of the court's jurisdiction, as established pursuant to Section 601 or 602, is likely and that reunification of the child with his or her parent or guardian would be detrimental to the child, the county probation department and the child welfare services department shall jointly assess and produce a recommendation for the court regarding whether the court's dependency jurisdiction shall be resumed.

(B) In counties in which a lead court/lead agency system is adopted, the protocol shall include a method for identifying which court or agency will be the lead court/lead agency. That court or agency shall be responsible for case management, conducting statutorily mandated court hearings, and submitting court reports.
Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 300 summarizes that any child who comes within any of the following descriptions is within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court which may adjudge that person to be a dependent child of the court. 

Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 601 summarizes that any person under the age of 18 years who persistently or habitually refuses to obey the reasonable and proper orders or directions of his or her parents, guardian, or custodian, or who is beyond the control of that person, or who is under the age of 18 years when he or she violated any ordinance of any city or county of this state establishing a curfew based solely on age is within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court which may adjudge the minor to be a ward of the court.  Also, if a minor has four or more truancies within one school year as defined in Section 48260 of the Education Code or a school attendance review board or probation officer determines that the available public and private services are insufficient or inappropriate to correct the habitual truancy of the minor, or to correct the minor's persistent or habitual refusal to obey the reasonable and proper orders or directions of school authorities, or if the minor fails to respond to directives of a school attendance review board or probation officer or to services provided, the minor is then within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court which may adjudge the minor to be a ward of the court. 

Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 602 summarizes that any person who is under the age of 18 years when he or she violates any law of this state or of the United States or any ordinance of any city or county of this state defining crime other than an ordinance establishing a curfew based solely on age, is within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court, which may adjudge such person to be a ward of the court.  Also, any person who is alleged, when he or she was 14 years of age or older, to have committed one of the listed offenses shall be prosecuted under the general law in a court of criminal jurisdiction.
Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 652 summarizes that whenever the probation officer has cause to believe that a person is within the provisions of Section 601 or 602, the probation officer shall immediately make an investigation deemed necessary to determine whether proceedings in the juvenile court should be commenced, including reasonable efforts to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the minor from his or her home.  

Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 654 summarizes that this section authorizes the probation officer with consent of the minor and the minor's parent or guardian to provide services not to exceed six months in lieu of filing a petition.
Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 725(a) summarizes that if the court has found that the minor is a person described by Section 601 or 602, it may, without adjudging the minor a ward of the court, place the minor on probation, under the supervision of the probation officer, for a period not to exceed six months.  If the minor fails to comply with the conditions of probation imposed, the court may order and adjudge the minor to be a ward of the court.
LINKS

California Code



http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html
Division 31 Regulations

http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/ord/CDSSManual_240.htm
Title 22 Regulations


http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/ord/CCRTitle22_715.htm
RELATED POLICIES

Procedural Guide 0070-549.10, DCFS-Probation WIC 241.1 Joint Assessment Protocol

Procedural Guide 0300-311.05, Preparing the WIC 241.1 Joint Assessment Court Report Ordered by the Dependency Court

FORM(S) REQUIRED/LOCATION

CWS/CMS

Contact Notebook; 

“Special Project” tab in Case Management Section
Hard Copy

None
LA Kids

None
SDM

None
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