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This Procedural Guide has been updated to provide additional instructions regarding the Whole Family Foster Home Certification process, including Appendix B, the Community College Directory.  Clarification instruction on initiation of the WFFH and SRP rates has also been added.  Reference to Procedural Guide 0400-504.00, Family Visitation Planning has been added.
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DEPARTMENTAL VALUES

The Department continues to focus on three priority outcomes:  Improved safety for children, improved timelines to permanency with the first permanency option being reunification, and reduced reliance on detention as the only method to assure safety for children.

This Procedural Guide supports the Department's efforts to achieve timely permanency (family reunification, adoption or legal guardianship) for children by providing support and services to teen parent family units to strengthen the young family and foster safety and independence.

WHAT CASES ARE AFFECTED

This Procedural Guide is applicable to all new and existing referrals and cases.

OPERATIONAL IMPACT

This policy applies to teen parents who are under DCFS supervision.  It also applies to their child(ren) who may or may not be a dependent of the court and whom the teen parent may or may not have custody of.  For teen parents and their babies who do not reside at home and who are not receiving services from DCFS, see Procedural Guide 0090-506.30, The Teen Pregnancy Disincentive Program:  The Child Protective Services Assessment.

Whether residing at home or in foster care, becoming a parent represents a life-changing and sometimes overwhelming experience for a teenager.  It is the responsibility of the CSW to provide supportive services to any teen under DCFS supervision who finds her/himself in this situation.

A teen parent receiving DCFS services must be assessed regarding her/his ability to provide a safe home for her/his child.

	NOTE:
The fact that a teen has a child does not in and of itself, qualify as child 


abuse or neglect.




There are a number of resources in the community to assist teen parents as well as the DCFS Public Health Nurse (PHN).  Please refer to Procedural Guide 0600-507.10, Youth Development:  Reproductive Health as well as, the Reproductive Health and Parenting Resources for Teens in L.A. County located on L.A. Kids.  It is incumbent upon the CSW and the SCSW to be aware of these resources when providing services to parenting teens.

Placement Services and Requirements

It is important to maintain the continuity of the Teen Parent Family Unit and to support and preserve families headed by teen parents who are themselves dependents of the juvenile court by ensuring that teen parents and their children are placed together in the most family-like setting possible, unless it has been determined that placement together poses a risk to the child.

· Every attempt shall be made to maintain the continuity of the Teen Parent Family Unit by locating foster parents or other placement models willing to provide Whole Family Placement (caregiver who provides supportive family focused care for dependent teens and their children).
· In most cases the family would benefit from participation in a Family Group Decision Making (FGDM) conference and a referral is strongly encouraged.  FGDM is a family conferencing practice that empowers families to work together to create their own plan that will ensure child protection and family well-being.  When appropriate, and if the teen parent agrees, the family should be referred for a FGDM conference.

· To the greatest extent possible, dependent teen parents and their children living in foster care shall be provided with access to existing services for which they may be eligible, that are specifically targeted at supporting, maintaining, and developing both the parent-child bond and the teen parent's ability to provide a permanent and safe home for the child.  Examples of these services may include, but are not be limited to:  child care, parenting classes, child development classes, and frequent visitation.

· The teen parent shall be encouraged and allowed the opportunity to attend school, complete homework, and participate in age and developmentally appropriate activities unrelated to and separate from parenting.

· CSW’s shall select and maintain foster care placements that demonstrate a willingness and ability to provide support and assistance to dependent teen parents and their children.

· Contact between the child, the custodial parent, and the non-custodial parent shall be facilitated when that contact is found to be in the best interest of the child.

· The caregiver should be provided with information on the WFFH certification, SRPs and corresponding payment rates.

Father’s Status

The status of the father of the child of a DCFS supervised teen mother must be investigated.  According to Penal Code Section 261.5, any person who engages in an act of unlawful sexual intercourse with a minor who is not more than three years older or three years younger than the perpetrator, is guilty of a misdemeanor.  Perpetrators who are more than three years older than the minor or perpetrators age 21 or older when the minor is under 16 years of age have committed either a misdemeanor or a felony in causing the teen mother to become pregnant.  If the father’s identity is known, this crime must be reported to law enforcement.  All fathers must be permitted visitation with their child(ren), unless the court makes specific orders to the contrary.  Careful consideration must be given to the appropriateness of contact between the teen parent and the child’s father in such a case.

Visitation

When a teen parent in foster care has custody of her/his child and the child is not a dependent of the court, visitation among the teen parent, the non-dependent child’s non-custodial parent, and appropriate family members is to be ordered by the court, unless the court finds clear and convincing evidence that visitation would be detrimental to the teen parent (WIC 362.1).  CSW’s are to arrange visits as determined by the case plan and the court’s order.  Please refer to Procedural Guide 0400-504.00, Family Visitation Planning.
Placement Rates and Requirements

It is current policy to place teen parents with their non-dependent or dependent child(ren) whenever possible while the teen parents are in foster care.

See Appendix A:  CWS/CMS Special Projects Coding For Teen Parents In Foster Care, for clarification of new placement options.  In all placement categories, eligibility requirements remain the same.

Instructions for Requesting the New Rates

CSW’s are to utilize the CWS/CMS Special Projects Coding in Appendix A of this Procedural Guide to document the appropriate type of placement.  The dependent child’s teen parent must be receiving Family Reunification services with respect to the child placed in the same facility with the teen parent.

	NOTE:
Revenue Enhancement will not process a rate adjustment for cases that 

are not properly documented with the CWS/CMS Special Projects Code.




Whole Family Foster Home (WFFH) (or “W-Home”)
The purpose of WFFHs is to provide out-of-home care to dependent teen parents and their non-dependent children, while assisting the teen parents to develop the skills they will need to provide a safe, stable and permanent home for their children.  This is not a new licensing category.  A WFFH can be a new or established foster family home, approved relative caregiver or non-relative extended family member’s (NREFM) home, the home of a nonrelated legal guardian whose guardianship was established pursuant to WIC Section 366.26 or 360 (dependency court) or a certified home of a foster family agency (FFA).  Group homes may not become WFFHs.
WFFH Infant Supplement Rate (or “W-Rate”)
To cover the costs of the care and supervision provided in WFFHs, the infant supplement rate has been increased to the equivalent of the AFDC-FC basic rate according to the child’s age.  This rate applies only to non-dependent children placed with their dependent teen parents who are residing in a WFFH as described above.

	NOTE:
The regular infant supplement rates will continue to be paid for all non-


dependent children placed with their dependent teen parent in a non-



WFFH.




Whole Family Foster Home Initial Certification and Annual Re-Certification
Caregivers must successfully complete 16 hours of specialized training to receive initial certification as WFFH providers and 4 hours of training annually for re-certification.

The DCFS approved 16 hour WFFH Certification and 4 hour Re-Certification training is provided by the Community Colleges.  Please refer to Appendix B for the Community College Directory.
When the caregiver completes the 16 hours of specialized training at the Community College, (s)he will be given an initial completion certificate.  The caregiver must provide a copy of the certificate to the CSW, who, in turn, will attach a copy to a completed DCFS 280 and submit to the Eligibility Worker/Technical Assistant (EW/TA) requesting the WFFH rate.  For annual renewal of the WFFH rate, documentation of completion of the 4 hour re-certification training must submitted via a completed DCFS 280, to the EW/TA.
Copies of WFFH Certification and annual Re-Certification are to be filed in both the Case File and in Eligibility records.
Prior to submission of the DCFS 280 to the EW/TA, the CSW must update the CWS/CMS Special Projects Coding (see Appendix A of this Procedural Guide) to indicate the caregiver is now officially a WFFH.  If this is not done, the request for a WFFH rate will be returned to the CSW for corrections.
Shared Responsibility Plan (SRP)

The Shared Responsibility Plan (SRP) is created to help develop the parent-child bond; assist the teen parent in her/his transition to independence and; create a successful, supportive and nurturing placement for both the teen parent and child.
The SRP shall be designed to preserve, strengthen and maintain the continuity of the teen parent family unit (teen parent & child), to facilitate a supportive home environment for the teen parent and the child, and to ultimately enable the teen parent to independently provide a safe, stable, and permanent home for the child.  The SRP shall in no way limit the teen parent’s legal right to make decisions regarding the care, custody, and control of the child.

The SRP is a written agreement between the dependent teen parent and her/his caregiver about the duties, rights and responsibilities each has with regard to the teen parent’s nondependent child.  In general, the SRP does the following:

1. It is a schedule that allows  the teen parent and the foster parent, to know what their responsibilities  are in regards to the care of the child.

2. Because things can change from week to week (e.g., changing needs of children and toddlers and the teen parents’ changing school; employment or other outside responsibilities, etc.), the SRP must be flexible.  It might be necessary to review and revise the SRP on a weekly basis (or even more frequently).

3. It includes strategies for dealing with miscommunication or disagreements between the dependent teen parent and the foster parent about care of the child.

4. It identifies supportive services to be offered to the teen parent by the caregiver or, in the case of a certified home, the FFA providing direct and immediate supervision to the caregiver, or both.

5. It supports the teen parent’s Case Plan (including the TILP) and any visitation orders made by the court.

SRP Rate

A WFFH certified caregiver and the teen parent have the option to develop a SRP. If an SRP is developed, it must be done by the teen parent and the WFFH certified caregiver in collaboration with the CSW, and the caregiver will receive an additional $200/month (SRP Rate).  The SRP Rate is available for each non-dependent child for whom an SRP has been developed and creates financial incentive for caregivers who choose to develop a SRP with teen parents placed in their care.

CSW’s are to develop the SRP with the WFFH certified caregiver and teen parent within 30 days of placement of the teen parent and her/his non-dependent child, or the birth of the pregnant teen’s child.  The CSW will approve the SRP and submit it to the Eligibility Worker/Technical Assistant (EW/TA) to initiate the SRP Rate.  Prior to submission of the DCFS 280 to the EW/TA, the CSW must update the CWS/CMS Special Projects Coding (see Appendix A of this Procedural Guide) to indicate the caregiver is now eligible for the SRP rate.  If this is not done, the request for a SRP rate will be returned to the CSW for corrections.
Copies of SRPs are to be filed in both the Case File and in Eligibility records.  Copies of the SRP are to be provided to the teen parent and her/his attorney, the caregiver and to the FFA (if applicable).
If the CSW and/or the FFA Social Worker is(are) not able to participate in the creation of the SRP within 30 days of placement, then the caregiver and the teen parent may develop an SRP on their own.  However, the SRP must be reviewed and approved by the CSW who will submit it to the EW/TA to initiate the SRP Rate.

CSWs shall document the effectiveness of the approved SRP in the DCFS case record.  The SRP remains in effect as long as it is relevant and may be amended at any time to meet the current needs of the family.  As soon as any changes are made to a previously approved SRP, the caregiver must advise the CSW.
	NOTE:
Every six months, the SRP must be reviewed, updated if necessary, 



reauthorized by the CSW and resubmitted to the EW/TA for continuation of 

the SRP Rate.  If the SRP is not reauthorized by the CSW and resubmitted 

to the EW/TA, the SRP Rate payment will be discontinued.




Kin GAP Home

Relative caregivers who, prior to KinGAP, were WFFH certified while the teen parent family unit was placed in their home, will continue to receive the WFFH Infant Supplement Rate under KinGAP for the teen parent’s child.  Additionally, KinGAP recipients who were designated as a WFFH, and who received the SRP supplement while the teen parent was in foster care, may continue to receive the same payment amount.  A new SRP is not required.  The previous SRP remains in effect as long as it is relevant and meets the current needs of the family.
Foster Family Agency (FFA) Responsibilities

FFAs are responsible for appropriate recruitment and training of WFFH certified foster families.  An FFA representative, who provides direct and immediate supervision to the caregiver develops the SRP along with the caregiver and teen parent.  The SRP is to outline the duties, rights and responsibilities of the teen parent and the caregiver with regard to the child, and identify supportive services to be offered to the teen parent by the caregiver and the FFA providing direct and immediate supervision to the caregiver, or both.  Assistance with development, approval and monitoring of the SRP is considered part of the FFA’s on-going administrative support to caregivers.  The SRP Rate payment to care for a non-dependent child placed with the dependent teen parent in a FFA certified home, where the WFFH certified caregiver and the teen parent have a SRP, must be passed on to the WFFH certified caregiver.  FFAs must ensure that the CSW has a current copy of the SRP and any subsequent updates, as well as, maintain one within the FFA.

Per Welfare and Institutions Code 16501.25:  The SRP shall be developed as soon as is practicably possible.  However, if the CSW or the FFA representative who provides direct and immediate supervision to the caregiver are not available to participate in the creation of the SRP within the first 30 days of the teen parent’s placement in the certified WFFH, the teen parent and caregiver may enter into a SRP which may be modified at a later time when the CSW or the FFA representative who provides direct and immediate supervision to the caregiver become available.
Group Home Rates for Teen Parent Family Units

A dependent teen parent and her/his dependent infant placed together in a group home receive an age appropriate Rate Classification Level (RCL) group home rate for each dependent placement.
Definitions

For purposes of clarity, relationships will be defined in terms of the infant/child and the following terminology will be used throughout:

Teen Parent:  A teen who is a parent and is also a dependent of the court.  Where appropriate, the Teen Parent may be designated as either a custodial or non-custodial parent.

Teen Parent Family Unit:  Any dependent minor parent and his or her child who are living in foster care together.

Custodial Parent:  The parent with whom the infant resides.

Non-Custodial Parent:  The parent with whom the infant does not reside.

Father:  The father of the infant.  The Father may be designated as either a custodial or non-custodial parent.  The Father may or may not be a dependent of the court.

Mother:  The mother of the infant. The Mother may be designated as either a custodial or non-custodial parent.  The Mother may or may not be a dependent of the court.
Infant/Child:  These terms are used interchangeably for the teen parent’s child.  The Infant will be designated as either a dependent or a non-dependent of the court as appropriate.

Caregiver:  The Caregiver for the teen parent or the dependent or non-dependent child of a dependent teen parent.  May be the grandparent (teen’s parent), legal guardian, a relative, non-relative extended family member, or foster parent.

Grandparent(s):  The grandparents of the infant/child.  These may be further classified as maternal or paternal, as appropriate.

Procedures

A. WHEN:
A DEPENDENT TEEN PARENT IS RESIDING AT HOME AND 





RECEIVING FAMILY MAINTENANCE SERVICES

CSW Responsibilities

1. Assess the teen parent’s ability to care for the infant per existing procedures (including all relevant SDM tools).  In the assessment, consider the attitude of the teen parent’s caregiver toward the infant and the caregiver’s ability/willingness to provide assistance to the teen parent.

	NOTE:
Prior to documenting any health information about the teen 



parent’s non-dependent child, obtain the teen parent’s permission 

by having her/him complete and sign the Parenting Youth’s 



Consent to Document and Share Her/His Non-Dependent 



Child’s Health Information form.




2. When appropriate, invite a DCFS Public Health Nurse to participate in the assessment.

3. Attempt to identify the father and assess his interest in and ability to parent the child.  Ensure that the father is added to the family in the Client Notebook.

4. Consult with the SCSW.  Determine whether there is a need for DCFS intervention with respect to the infant’s safety.  Document the consultation and resulting decision in the Contact Notebook.

	NOTE:
If appropriate, and the youth agrees, refer the family for a Family 


Group Decision Making (FGDM) conference.




5. If it is determined there is no need for DCFS intervention:

· Assist the teen parent and her/his caregiver in addressing the teen parent’s educational and child care needs.  Refer the teen parent to community resources for teen parents.  See Reproductive Health and Parenting Resources for Teens in L.A. County located on LA Kids.
· Refer the teen parent and her/his caregiver to the Department of Public Social Services (DPSS).

	NOTE:
A parent or adult relative caring for an unmarried teen parent 

may be eligible to receive assistance.



· If the non-custodial parent has been located, determine if (s)he is under DCFS supervision.  If (s)he is, contact his/her CSW and, after consultation with his/her CSW, refer him as appropriate to community-based programs.  If the father is not under DCFS supervision, refer him/her directly to community-based programs.

6. If it is determined that intervention by DCFS is necessary, make a child abuse referral to the Child Protection Hotline at (800) 540-4000.  Document the referral and referral number in the Contact Notebook.

	NOTE:
If the CSW believes that the infant is in immediate risk, (s)he has


the authority to take the infant into protective custody.




· After the referral on the infant from the Child Protection Hotline is received in the regional office, assess the level of services necessary to ensure the infant’s safety.  In making this assessment, consider whether the use of community resources, including Family Preservation Services, might allow the infant to remain safely with the teen parent under a Voluntary Family Maintenance (VFM) plan without dependency court supervision.  Please refer to Procedural Guide, 0090-503.10, Family Maintenance Services for Both Court and Voluntary Cases.
	NOTE:
It is important to bear in mind that the teen parent is residing at 

home under a Family Maintenance plan.  This assessment and 

subsequent actions relate only to the safety of the infant.




· Consult with the SCSW regarding the advisability of a VFM plan for the infant.

	NOTE:
If the infant is not under Dependency Court supervision, DCFS 

has no authority to exercise control over the infant.



Failure to enter into a VFM is not sufficient cause to detain 

the 
infant.




7. If it appears the infant may safely remain with the teen parent under a VFM plan, discuss with the teen parent and her caregiver(s), the community resources/services that will be necessary to ensure the infant’s well-being (Please refer to Procedural Guide 0300-506.08, Communications With a Child’s Attorney.
· Inform the teen parent that the law requires that (s)he must consult with her/his court appointed attorney prior to entering into a VFM contract with DCFS.

· Complete the DCFS 5402 and fax it, along with a copy of the proposed Case Plan, to the attorney representing the teen parent.  Print a fax confirmation sheet and attach it to the DCFS 5402 to be filed in the Court Documents folder.  Do not have the teen parent sign the Case Plan until after he/she has consulted with his/her attorney.  The program of supervision must not be undertaken until the dependent teen parent has consulted with her/his counsel.
· Ensure and expedite the consultation between the teen parent and her/his attorney, including provision of the attorney’s contact information to the teen parent.

· Once it has been confirmed that the teen parent has had the opportunity to consult with her/his attorney the teen parent may then sign the Case Plan.

· Send a letter to the teen parent’s attorney confirming that CSW has been notified that the dependent teen parent has consulted with her/his attorney.  Attach a copy of the letter to the DCFS 5402 to be filed in the Court Documents folder.

· Document all contacts and actions taken in the Contact Notebook.
	NOTE:
When a child’s attorney contacts a CSW, it is the Department 

of Children and Family Services policy that the CSW shall 

communicate with him or her.  While CSW’s are required to 

share all appropriate information with the child’s attorney, if you 

are unsure about what you can discuss with a child’s attorney 

or if you are being pressured, you can ask to talk to the 



assigned County Counsel to determine whether it is advisable 

to continue the conversation with the child’s attorney and/or 


have the County Counsel present during the discussion.


If you have concerns regarding how a child’s attorney is 



representing a child, convey your concerns to the ARA via the 

SCSW.  Document all contacts and actions taken in the 



Contact Notebook.



8. If the teen parent agrees to a VFM plan/contract:

· Promote the infant’s referral to a case.

	NOTE:
The CWS/CMS case name will be that of the infant, although 
the Single Family Index and hard-copy case name will be that of 
the teen parent.




· If the non-custodial parent has been located, enter the name, address and phone number into the infant’s Client Notebook.  Enter his/her medical history in the infant’s Health Notebook.

· Develop an Initial Case Plan for the infant for providing VFM Services following established procedures.  If a non-DCFS supervised non-custodial parent is willing, include him/her in the Case Plan.
	NOTE:
If a court of law has determined that a crime was committed in 

causing the teen to become pregnant (see introductory 



narrative on p. 3), the Case Plan must include supervised visits 

in a neutral setting.  Careful consideration must also be given 

to the appropriateness of contact between the parents in such 

a case.  Please refer to Procedural Guide 0400-504.00, Family 

Visitation Planning



· If a DCFS supervised youth is the non-custodial parent, follow the steps in item #7 above prior to his/her inclusion in the Case Plan.  Inform the teen parent that the law requires that (s)he must consult with his/her court appointed attorney prior to entering into a VFM contract with DCFS.

· Review the Initial Case Plan for the infant with the teen parent and, if available, the non-custodial parent.  Obtain required signatures.

· Discuss with the teen parent and her/his caregiver(s), the caregiver(s) responsibility to provide support and assistance as needed to the teen parent and her/his infant.  Develop a Case Plan Update for the teen parent reflecting the additional responsibilities of the teen’s caregiver.  Obtain required signatures.

9. If, after consultation with the SCSW, it does not appear the infant can be safely maintained in the home with the teen parent, consider the following options:
· If appropriate, and the youth agrees, referring the youth for a Family Group Decision Making (FGDM) conference.

· Filing a petition to make the infant a dependent of the court and placing the infant in protective custody per established procedures.

a.) Develop an Initial Case Plan for the infant after discussing the infant’s needs with the teen parent and, if he is available, the father.

b.) Seek a placement for the infant that will accommodate a very high frequency of contact between the teen parent and the infant.

· Voluntary Placement of the Infant

Consider a voluntary placement for the infant under a Voluntary Family Reunification (VFR) plan.  If the teen parent is interested in a VFR plan for her/his infant:  (Please refer to Procedural Guide 0300-506.08, Communications With a Child’s Attorney.)
a.) Inform the teen parent that the law requires that (s)he must consult with her/his court appointed attorney prior to entering into a VFR contract with DCFS.

b.) Complete the DCFS 5402 and fax it, along with a copy of the proposed Case Plan, to the attorney representing the teen parent.  Print a fax confirmation sheet and attach it to the DCFS 5402 to be filed in the Court Documents folder.  Do not have the teen parent sign the Case Plan until after he/she has consulted with his/her attorney.  The program of supervision must not be undertaken until the dependent teen parent has consulted with her/his counsel.
c.) Ensure and expedite the consultation between the teen parent and her/his attorney.

d.) Once it has been confirmed that the teen parent has had the opportunity to consult with her/his attorney the teen parent may then sign the Case Plan.

e.) Send a letter to the teen parent’s attorney confirming that CSW has been notified that the dependent teen parent has consulted with her/his attorney.  Attach a copy of the letter to the DCFS 5402 to be filed in the Court Documents folder.

f.) Document all contacts and actions taken in the Contact Notebook.
	NOTE:
When a child’s attorney contacts a CSW, it is the 



Department of Children and Family Services policy that 

the CSW shall 
communicate with him or her.  While 


CSW’s are required to share all appropriate information with 

the child’s attorney, if you are unsure about what you can 

discuss with a child’s attorney or if you are being pressured, 

you can ask to talk to the assigned County Counsel to 


determine whether it is advisable to continue the 



conversation with the child’s attorney and/or have the 


County Counsel present during the discussion.


If you have concerns regarding how a child’s attorney is 


representing a child, convey your concerns to the ARA via 

the SCSW.  Document all contacts and actions taken in the 

Contact Notebook.



d.) If the teen parent agrees to a VFR contract follow instructions as outlined in Procedural Guide 0100-510.21, Voluntary Placement.
· Voluntary Placement of the Teen Parent Family Unit
To facilitate maintenance of the Teen Parent Family Unit consider placing the teen and her/his infant together, each under a Voluntary Family Reunification (VFR) plan.  If the teen parent and her/his parent/guardian each agree to a VFR plan, seek a placement for the Teen Parent Family Unit.  Please refer to Procedural Guide 0100-510.21, Voluntary Placement.

	NOTE:
The teen parent is not permitted to sign a VFR contract regarding 

her/his child until (s)he has had the opportunity to consult with 


her/his court appointed attorney for guidance.  Follow the 



instructions in the:  “Voluntary Placement of the Infant” section 


above.



· Evaluate the non-custodial parent of the infant as a potential placement resource.

Evaluate the infant’s non-custodial parent as a potential placement resource – this includes non-custodial teen parents and teen parents who are dependent youth under DCFS supervision.
Consider the following factors while evaluating the non-custodial parent:

· Whether (s)he is non-offending.

· Whether a crime was committed in causing the teen to be pregnant.

· Level of maturity and commitment to the infant.

· Resources within her/his family and/or community.

SCSW Responsibilities

1. Consult with CSW regarding whether or not there is a need for DCFS intervention and, if so, what type of intervention is appropriate per existing procedures.

2. As appropriate, review and approve the Initial Case Plan, VFM or VFR, per existing procedures.

B. WHEN:
A DEPENDENT TEEN PARENT IS RESIDING IN OUT-OF-HOME CARE 


AND RECEIVING FAMILY REUNIFICATION OR PERMANENT 





PLACEMENT SERVICES

CSW Responsibilities

1. Assess the teen parent’s ability to care for the infant per existing procedures (including all relevant SDM tools).

	NOTE:
Prior to documenting any health information about the teen parent’s 


non-dependent child, obtain the teen parent’s permission by having 


her/him complete and sign the Parenting Youth’s Consent to 




Document and Share Her/His Non-Dependent Child’s Health 



Information form.




2. When appropriate, invite a DCFS Public Health Nurse to participate in the assessment.

3. If the non-custodial parent has been located, enter the name, address and phone number in the infant’s Client Notebook.  Enter his/her medical history in the infant’s Health Notebook.

4. Consult with the SCSW and determine whether there is a need for DCFS intervention with respect to the infant’s safety.

	NOTE:
If appropriate, and the youth agrees, refer the family for a Family 



Group Decision Making (FGDM) conference.




5. If it is determined there is no need for DCFS intervention on behalf of the infant:

· Consider the appropriateness of the teen parent’s current placement.  Discuss with the teen parent and her/his caregiver the benefits of becoming a Whole Family Foster Home (WFFH) including the SRP and corresponding rates.

· If the teen parent and her/his infant are in an appropriate placement, complete a DCFS 280 and a DCFS 709 (for the infant) and give the forms to the area office EW/TA to ensure that an Infant Supplement is initiated.  If the placement is not appropriate, move the Teen Parent Family Unit and complete the appropriate paperwork.

	NOTE:
The DCFS 280, has been revised to include the following search 



features:

· Whole Family Foster Homes(WFFH)

· Pregnant Teens

· Teen Parent with Dependent Child

· Teen Parent with Non-Dependent Child



Utilize the DCFS 280 and indicate “yes” or “no” in the Placement 



Location section regarding Whole Family Foster Home (WFFH) 



placement for non-dependent children.  Complete the Child 




Supplement section on page 4, under “Priority #2:  Other 




Requests” by entering the child’s name, DOB and checking off the 


Special Projects Code box that applies.  Indicate that the payment 


is to be retroactive.  Payments may only be retroactive to the 



effective date of placement, or to 01/01/06, whichever comes first.  


Sign and submit to the Eligibility Worker/Technical Assistant.  



When a caregiver provides the CSW with verification of WFFH 



Certification, a new DCFS 280 must be completed.  The WFFH 



must be annually re-certified.

IMPORTANT:
The SCSWs signature on the DCFS 280 form 







indicates that all criteria have been met.




· For the non-dependent child of a dependent teen parent, placed in a WFFH, document the receipt of the SRP and the EW/TA request to initiate SRP Rate payment in the teen parent’s Case Notes.  Special Projects Codes are to be completed per instructions in Appendix A, Teen Parents In Foster Care Special Projects Coding.
· Update the teen parent’s Case Plan to include services to support the Teen Parent Family Unit and obtain appropriate signatures.

6. If it is determined that there is a child safety issue regarding the infant and DCFS intervention is necessary, make a referral to the Child Protection Hotline and proceed according to the guidelines set forth in Section A, Steps 6 through 9 of this Procedural Guide.

	NOTE:
If the CSW believes that the infant is in immediate risk, (s)he has the 


authority to take the infant into protective custody.




SCSW Responsibilities

1. Consult with CSW regarding whether or not there is a need for DCFS intervention per existing procedures.

	NOTE:
If appropriate, and the youth agrees, refer the family for a Family 



Group Decision Making (FGDM) conference.




2. Review and approve the Case Plan Update per existing procedures.

C. WHEN:
INVOLVING THE NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT

The child of a teen parent, who is under DCFS supervision, shall be provided the opportunity to have a relationship with both of his/her parents.  For dependent children of teen parent(s), as part of the assessment of the family, the non-custodial parent’s commitment to the child, including his or her ability and willingness to provide child support, and appropriateness as a parental figure must be included.  It is not permissible to allow either the age difference of the parents or the custodial parent’s reluctance to involve the non-custodial parent, to be a barrier to visitation between the non-custodial parent and the child.  However, age difference and the relationship between the parents, in addition to commitment to the child, willingness to support the child, etc., are factors to consider in determining the appropriateness of the individual as a parental figure.

	NOTE:
Convicted rapists are prohibited from obtaining custody or having 



unsupervised visits with a child who was conceived as a result of the 



rape.  Registered sex offenders and persons convicted of specified sex 


crimes can be court ordered to pay child support through the district 



attorney’s office and disclosure of information about the custodial parent 


and the child is restricted.




Non-custodial parents who have a commitment to their children and who have been assessed by the CSW to be appropriate parental figures are to be encouraged to develop a relationship with their children.  The non-custodial parent’s plan for visitation with his or her child shall be included in the case plan and discussed with the custodial parent and, if applicable, the custodial teen parent’s out-of-home caregiver and case-carrying CSW.

If the non-custodial parent is a DCFS supervised youth, visitation shall be arranged through a team planning process involving the non-custodial teen parent, the custodial parent, any out-of-home caregiver, the teen parent’s case-carrying CSW and any other support person as outlined in existing policy (please refer to Procedural Guide 0070-548.03, Point of Engagement:  Team Decision-Making (TDM).  The visitation plan is to be included in the case plans for the child (when applicable) and the teen parent.  If there is a different case-carrying CSW for the dependent child of the teen parent, (s)he is responsible for developing the case plan for the dependent child and including parental visitation.  The case-carrying CSW for the non-custodial teen parent is responsible for developing a case plan for the non-custodial teen parent which supports the teen parents visitation with her/his child and the development of her/his parenting skills.  Please refer to Procedural Guide 0400-504.00, Family Visitation Planning
If the non-custodial parent lacks parenting skills or has a negative relationship with the custodial parent, services to assist the non-custodial parent in developing parenting skills (e.g., parent and/or child development education) or improving his or her relationship (e.g. domestic violence and/or anger management counseling) are to be offered and made part of the appropriate case plan(s).  Monitoring of the non-custodial parent’s follow-through with the case plan will help determine the appropriateness of ongoing involvement of the non-custodial parent with her/his child.  If the non-custodial parent’s involvement with her/his child is unsafe or detrimental to the child, the custodial parent is to be assisted in obtaining legal safeguards such as restraining and custody orders.

If the teen parent (either custodial or non-custodial) resides in out-of-home care, the caregiver must be involved in, and support the case plan regarding parent/child visitation and parenting skills-building.  Failure to cooperate with the case plan is a quality-of-life issue and must be reported to the Child Protection Hotline.  Please refer to Procedural Guide 0100-570.05, Quality of Life in Out-of-Home Care: Reporting Concerns.
CSW’s are mandated to report suspected child abuse regarding sexual activity between an adolescent and an adult partner/perpetrator.  In some instances, the CSW will need to report the non-custodial parent as a suspected child abuse perpetrator to the Child Protection Hot Line and to local law enforcement while simultaneously working with the non-custodial parent to develop a safe plan for visitation with his or her child.

	NOTE:
Under no circumstances, is the CSW to advise a custodial parent to 



disregard a Family Law Court custody order regarding visitation between 

the child and the non-custodial parent.




CSW Responsibilities

1. During a face-to-face contact, discuss the involvement of the non-custodial parent with the custodial parent.  Obtain the name, age, address, and telephone number of the non-custodial parent and the custodial parent’s verbal assessment of the non-custodial parent.  Document this discussion in the Contact Notebook.

2. Contact the non-custodial parent by telephone, letter or face-to-face in order to determine his or her willingness to be involved with the child.  If the non-custodial parent is a DCFS supervised youth, contact the youth’s CSW and request that (s)he make a face-to-face contact with the youth/non-custodial teen parent to determine his or her willingness and suitability to be involved with the child.

3. If the non-custodial parent is not willing to be involved with the child, document this unwillingness and reasons in the Contact Notebook.

	NOTE:
Documenting the reasons for not wanting to be involved with the child 

may have significant importance in the future.  For example, the non-


custodial parent’s denial of paternity can negate future parental rights 

to the child.  Denial of paternity should be documented on the AD 


588, Denial of Paternity by Alleged Natural Father.




4. If the non-custodial parent is willing to be involved with the child:

· Obtain CLETS, Live Scan, CACI, JAI and CWS/CMS clearances on the non-custodial parent per existing policy (see Procedural Guide 0070-559.10, Summary of Clearances.)

· During a face-to-face contact with the non-custodial parent, utilize the SDM Safety and Family Risk Assessments to assess his/her appropriateness as a parental figure, level of parent skills, etc. and obtain his/her verbal assessment of the custodial parent.  Document the face-to-face contact and assessment in the Contact Notebook

	NOTE:
The face-to-face contact with a DCFS supervised non-custodial 


teen parent is to be coordinated with the non-custodial teen 



parent’s CSW and can meet the monthly CSW/child contact 



requirements.




· In collaboration with the non-custodial parent and, if applicable, the non-custodial teen parent’s CSW, develop the case plan to include the non-custodial parent’s visitation with the child, frequency of CSW/non-custodial parent contacts (in coordination with the non-custodial teen parent’s CSW, if applicable) and any referrals for services needed by the non-custodial parent to mitigate any assessed risk to the child and obtain the non-custodial parent’s signature on the case plan per existing procedures.

· Develop the non-custodial parent’s visitation plan, when appropriate (see page 3 of this Procedural Guide), per existing procedures.  Please refer to Procedural Guide 0400-504.00, Family Visitation Planning.

· Monitor the non-custodial parent’s progress with the case plan.  If appropriate, discuss the non-custodial teen parent’s progress with her/his CSW.

· Every six months, or more frequently as needed, review the non-custodial parent’s progress towards completing the case plan goals.  Update the case plan as appropriate.

5. Refer the non-custodial parent to the District Attorney for child support.  Complete the DCFS 280.  Include the name, address, telephone number and, if  known, the social security and driver’s license numbers of the non-custodial parent and submit it to the EW/TA.

APPROVAL LEVELS

	Section
	Level
	Approval

	A.
	SCSW
	Initial Case Plan; VFM/FR

	B.
	SCSW
	Case Plan and DCFS 280; VFM/FR

	C.
	SCSW
	Case Plan and DCFS 280


OVERVIEW OF STATUTES/REGULATIONS

Family Code 3030 states that registered sex offenders or persons who have been convicted of murdering the child’s other parent, may not be granted custody of or unsupervised visits with a child and may not have a child placed in a home where they reside unless otherwise ordered by the court.

Family Code 7825 allows the mother of a child conceived by rape to bring a proceeding against the father of the child to prevent him from having custody or control of the child.

Penal Code Section 261.5 defines unlawful sexual intercourse as, “an act of sexual intercourse accomplished with a person who is not the spouse of the perpetrator, if the person is a minor.”  It states that any person who engages in an act of unlawful sexual intercourse with a minor who is not more than three years older or three years younger than the perpetrator, is guilty of a misdemeanor.  Perpetrators who are more than three years older than the minor or perpetrators age 21 or older when the minor is under 16 years of age are guilty of either a misdemeanor or a felony.

Penal Code 11165.1 defines sexual assault and sexual exploitation of children.

Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC), Section 301(c) requires a dependent teen parent to consult with her/his court appointed attorney prior to entering into a VFM/FR agreement with DCFS.
WIC, Section 362.1 States that when a teen parent in foster care has custody of his or her child and the child is not a dependent of the court then, visitation among the teen parent, the non-dependent child’s non-custodial parent, and appropriate family members is to be ordered by the court, unless the court finds clear and convincing evidence that visitation would be detrimental to the teen parent.

WIC 11364 provides that if a relative was a Whole Family Foster Home with a Shared Responsibility Plan prior to KinGAP both the Whole Family Foster Home rate and the Shared Responsibility Plan rate may continue while they are a KinGAP participant.
WIC 11400, defines Whole Family Foster Homes.

WIC 11465(d)(1), increases the infant supplement rate for non-dependent babies of teen parents living together in Whole Family Foster Homes to equal the basic AFDC-FC and applies to relatives, NREFM’s, non-related legal guardians, KinGAP and FFA certified homes.

WIC 11465(d)(3), allows Whole Family Foster Home caregivers to receive an additional $200 per month with an approved Shared Responsibility Plan.
WIC 11465(d)(5) sets forth the requirements for a relative caregiver to continue to receive the Whole Family Foster Home payment rate after entering the Kin-GAP program.
WIC 16002.5 sets forth the requirements for support, services and placement for the purpose of maintaining the continuity of families headed by teen parents in foster care.

WIC 16004.5 states the need for development of placements that allow teen parents and their children to remain together; the need for aggregating data on the dependent teen birth rate and the number of teen parent family units in foster care and; development of an infant supplement rate structure that more adequately reimburses caregivers who meet specific criteria.

WIC 16501.25, sets forth the requirements for a viable Shared Responsibility Plan.
LINKS

California Code



http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html
Division 31 Regulations

http://www.cdss.ca.gov/ord/PG309.htm
Title 22 Regulations


http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/ord/PG295.htm
RELATED POLICIES

Procedural Guide 0070-548.03, Point of Engagement:  Team Decision-Making (TDM)
Procedural Guide 0070-559.10, Summary of Clearances

Procedural Guides 0090-503.10, Family Maintenance Services for Both Court and Voluntary Cases
Procedural Guide 0090-506.30, Teen Parent DPSS Services Assessment (Non-dependent Parenting Teens Referred by DPSS)
Procedural Guide 0100-510.21, Voluntary Placement
Procedural Guide 0100-570.05, Quality-of-Life in Out-of-Home Care:  Reporting Concerns
Procedural Guide 0200-508.10, Advising and Providing Services To Parents Prior to Accepting A Statement of Understanding & Relinquishment Document

Procedural Guide 0300-506.08, Communications With a Child’s Attorney
Procedural Guide 0400-504.00, Family Visitation Planning
Procedural Guide 0600-507.10, Youth Development:  Reproductive Health

FORM(S) REQUIRED/LOCATION

Hard Copy

AD 588, Denial of Paternity by Alleged Natural Father

LA Kids:

DCFS 280, Technical Assistance Action Request
DCFS 709, Foster Child’s Needs and Case Plan Summary

DCFS 5402, Notice To Child’s Attorney Re: Child’s Case Status
Parenting Youth’s Consent to Document and Share Her/His Non-
Dependent Child’s Health Information
Reproductive Health and Parenting Resources for Teens in L.A. 
County

Shared Responsibility Plan Instructions
Shared Responsibility Plan
CWS/CMS:


Special Projects Coding (See Appendix A)






Client Notebook





Contact Notebook






Health Notebook






Education Notebook






Initial Case Plan






Case Plan Update

SDM:



Safety Assessment






Safety Plan






Family Risk Assessment






Family Strengths and Needs Assessment
Appendix A

CWS/CMS SPECIAL PROJECTS CODING FOR

TEEN PARENTS IN FOSTER CARE
Following are the California Department of Social Services Special Project Codes to be used to gather and track data about teen parents and their children in placement together.  Utilize the appropriate codes listed below and record them on the Special Project Page in the Case Information Notebook (CIN) only.  In cases where the infant is a non-dependent, the Special Project Code must be entered in the teen parent’s CIN.  In cases where the infant is a dependent of the Court, the Special Project code must be entered in the infant’s CIN.

	CWS/CMS SPECIAL PROJECTS CODES FOR

TEEN PARENTS IN FOSTER CARE

	NON-DEPENDENT INFANT

(Place Code In Teen Parent’s CIN)

	S-Non-WFFH Non-Dep Inft No SRP
	A dependent teen parent is placed together with her/his non-dependent infant.  The placement is not a Whole Family Foster Home (WFFH) and there is no Shared Responsibility Plan (SRP).

	S-WFFH Non-Dep Infant No SRP
	A dependent minor parent is placed together with her/his non-dependent infant.  The placement is in a WFFH but there is no SRP.

	S-WFFH Non-Dep Infant w/ SRP
	A dependent teen parent is placed together with her/his non-dependent infant.  The placement is a WFFH and there is a SRP.

	DEPENDENT INFANT

(Place Code In The Infant’s CIN)

	S-DepMinorParent w/DepInfant4A
	A dependent teen parent is placed together with her/his dependent infant in either a licensed foster home or with a relative or non-related extended family member.

	S-DepMinorParent w/DepInfant4B
	A dependent teen parent is placed together with her/his dependent infant in a certified home of a Foster Family Agency.

	S-DepMinorParent w/DepInfant4C
	A dependent teen parent is placed together with her/his dependent infant in a Group Home.


Appendix B

Community Colleges Directory

	College
	Contact
	Address
	Telephone #
	Fax #

	Antelope Valley College
	Ande Sanders

Program Director
	3041 W. Avenue K

Lancaster, CA 93536
	661-722-6300

Ext 6251
	818-368-5345

	Cerritos College
	Lori Switanowski

Program Director
Nancy Mirabella

Program Asst
	11110 E. Alondra Blvd

Norwalk, CA 90650
	562-860-2451

Ext 2548
	562-653-7840

	Citrus, Chaffey, Mt. San Antonio Colleges
	Lil Sass

Program Director
	1000 W. Foothill Blvd

Glendora, CA 91741
	626-857-4046
	626-914-8507

	College of the Canyons
	Cindy Stephens

Program Director
	26455 Rockwell Canyon Rd

Valencia, CA 91355
	661-362-3512
	661-362-5148

	El Camino College

Compton Center
	Pam Godfrey

Program Director
	1111 East Artesia Blvd

Compton, CA 90221
	310-537-3808
	310-900-1691
310-900-1682

	East Los Angeles College
	Belen Gabriel

Program Director
	1301 Avenida Cesar Chavez

Monterey Park, CA 91754
	323-265-8963
	323-415-5318

	El Camino College
	Alexis Estwick

Program Director
Jacki Humphrey

Program Asst
	16007 Crenshaw Blvd

Torrance, CA 90506-0002
	323-225-3306
310-660-3585
	310-769-4604

	Long Beach City College
	C. Jacobs

Program Director
Claudia Garcia

Program Manager
	1305 E. Pacific Coast Hwy

Long Beach, CA 90806
	 562-938-3114
	

	Los Angeles City Colege
	Essie McSwine

Program Director
	855 N. Vermont Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90029
	323-953-4000

ext 2335
	323-953-4013

	Los Angeles

Harbor College
	Juanita Naranjo

Program Director
Teresa Lamas

Program Coordinator
	1111 Figueroa Place

Wilmington, CA 90744
	310-233-4446

310-233-4403

310-233-4329
	310-233-4215

	Los Angeles 

Mission College
	Maria Granados

Program Coordinator
	13356 Eldridge Ave

Sylmar, CA 91342
	818-364-7600

ext 7135
	818-364-7807

	Los Angeles

Pierce College
	Cindy Chang

Program Director
Carol Bohn

Program Coordinator
	6201 Winnetka Ave

Woodland Hills, CA 91371
	818-710-2941

818-710-2937
	818-710-4299

	Los Angeles

Southwest College
	Joni Collins

Program Director
Janet Gordon

Program Coordinator
	1600 W. Imperial Hwy

Los Angeles, CA 90047
	323-241-5288
	323-241-5305

	Los Angeles

Trade Tech College
	Dr. Dione Washington

Program Director
	400 W. Washington Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90015
	213-763-3665
	213-763-5393

	Pasadena City College
	Theresa Reed

Program Director
	3035 E. Foothill Blvd

Pasadena, CA 91106
	626-585-3037
	626-585-3060

	Rio Hondo College
	Marisela Saenz

Program Asst
Lydia Slauson

Program Director
	3600 Workman Mill Rd

Whittier, CA 90608
	562-908-3435
	562-463-4681

	West Los Angeles College
	Paul Zolner

Program Director
	9000 Overland Ave

Culver City, CA 90230
	310-287-4356
	310-837-4062
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