Procedural Guide

0090-506.30

TEEN PARENT DPSS SERVICES ASSESSMENT

(Non-Dependent Parenting Teens referred by DPSS)
	Date Issued:

04/17/08

 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Policy Release

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Revision of Existing Procedural Guide 0090-506.30, The Teen Pregnancy Disincentive (TPD) Program Assessment and Referral dated 11/16/06.


Revision Made:
NOTE:  Current Revisions are Highlighted
The name of this Procedural Guide has been changed from:  “The Teen Pregnancy Disincentive (TPD) Program Assessment and Referral” to:  “Teen Parent DPSS Services Assessment” to provide an accurate description of the purpose of this policy.  Additional information has been added describing the cooperative relationship and activities between DPSS and DCFS in the provision of AFDC and/or other related services to L.A. County non-dependent teen parents and their non-dependent children.
Cancels:  None




DEPARTMENTAL VALUES

The Department continues to focus on three priority outcomes.  The three identified outcomes are improved safety for children, improved timelines to permanency, and reducing reliance on placement to achieve safety.  Timely permanence is achieved, with the first choice permanency option being reunification, followed by adoption, relative legal guardianship, and legal guardianship with an unrelated caregiver.

This Procedural Guide supports the Departments efforts to ensure the safety of pregnant and parenting teens and their children, as well as, the stability and permanency of the Teen Parent Family Unit.
WHAT CASES ARE AFFECTED

This Procedural Guide is applicable only to referrals made by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Social Services (DPSS) to DCFS pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC) Section 11254 (WIC Minor Parent Rule) and the California Department of Social Services Manual of Policies and Procedures sections 31-530.1-.232 (CDSS Minor Parent Services).

OPERATIONAL IMPACT

The WIC Minor Parent Rule says a non-dependent youth can get cash aid (AFDC) if (s)he is under 18 years of age and has never been married and is pregnant or has a non-dependent child in her/his care, only if (s)he and the child reside with her/his parent(s), legal guardian, or other adult relative, or in a group home, or in a maternity home.  The cash aid will be paid to the parent, legal guardian, or other adult relative on behalf of the teen parent.
The WIC Minor Parent Rule does not apply to pregnant or parenting teens in any of the following circumstances and cash aid may be available under any of these exemptions:

· The teen parent has no parent or legal guardian who is living, or whose whereabouts are known.

· The teen parent has no parent or legal guardian who will allow the teen parent to live in her/his home.

· The CSW determines that the physical or emotional health or safety of the teen parent or her/his child(ren) would be jeopardized if the teen parent and her/his child(ren) lived in the same residence with the teen parents own parent, legal guardian, or other adult relative.

· The teen parent has lived apart from her/his parent(s) or legal guardian(s) for a period of at least one year before either the birth of her/his child or the teen parent having made an application for the cash aid.

· The teen is legally emancipated.  (Emancipated teens will not be referred by DPSS.)

DPSS Referral of Teen Parent under the Minor Parent Rule:
Referral of a Teen Parent as specified in the WIC Minor Parent Rule occurs when a teen parent applies for AFDC and alleges that her/his physical or emotional health or safety, or that of her/his child(ren) would be jeopardized if (s)he lived in the same residence with the parent, legal guardian or other adult relative.  DPSS eligibility staff will not make a final determination about granting aid, except in cases where Immediate Need is requested, until a DCFS Minor Parent Program Children’s Social Worker (CSW) informs the DPSS eligibility staff whether the teen parent and her/his child(ren) can safely reside in the senior parent's, legal guardian's or other adult relative's home.

Within 20 calendar days of receiving a referral (via the DPSS CW25, Supplemental Statement of Facts – Minor Parent form), the CSW shall complete an in-person investigation of the allegation to determine whether the physical or emotional health or safety of the teen parent or child(ren) would be jeopardized if they lived in the same residence with the teen parent's own parent, legal guardian or other adult relative.

If the referral is unfounded, DCFS shall document the factors contributing to this determination, complete the CW25 form and return it to DPSS.

If the referral is not unfounded, DCFS shall document the factors contributing to this determination, complete the CW25 form and return it to DPSS.  Additionally, DCFS will open an official child abuse Referral and conduct and investigation per existing procedures.
DPSS Referral of Teen Parent Exempt from the Minor Parent Rule
If the pregnant or parenting teen and her/his child(ren) cannot safely return to the home of the senior parent(s) or legal guardian, the CSW must determine if the pregnant or parenting teen and her/his child(ren) can remain safely in their current living arrangement (for example a teen parent is living with her boyfriend or her boyfriend's family).  If the pregnant or parenting teen and her/his child(ren) are not safe, then an alternative plan must be developed wherein either the pregnant or parenting teen and her/his child(ren) move into an approved adult-supervised setting or enter foster care.

Procedures

A. WHEN:
THE DCFS MINOR PARENT PROGRAM RECEIVES THE CW25 FORM 


FROM DPSS

Minor Parent Program SCSW Responsibilities

1. Receive faxed copy of CW25 from DPSS and confirm that DPSS has checked the “Risk Assessment for Safety Issue” box.

2. If the “Risk Assessment for Safety Issue” box has not been checked by DPSS, contact the DPSS Eligibility Worker (EW) and confirm the request.

3. Assign it to a CSW with a “5 Business Days” response time, and enter the CW25 referral information into the Minor Parent Program office control log.

Minor Parent Program CSW Responsibilities

1. Within 5 business days of receiving the CW25 from the SCSW, make a face-to-face, in-home contact with the pregnant or parenting teen and her/his child(ren).

· Interview the pregnant or parenting teen before interviewing the senior parent(s), legal guardian or adult relative.  Ask the teen parent for the specific reasons why (s)he feels (s)he and/or her/his child(ren) would be at risk of harm if (s)he (or they) live in the home of the senior parent(s), legal guardian or adult relative.

· Evaluate the risk and safety of the pregnant or parenting teen and the child(ren).

The CSW must assess the pregnant or parenting teen’s preparedness for independent living.  This assessment may be conducted utilizing the:  DCFS Guide to TILP Summary Assessment of Basic Living Skills (See Appendix A).
The teen parent and her/his child(ren) should each receive a documented Safety Assessment based upon following variables:

· health/physical condition (including bruises and body marks)

· condition of the home

· child vulnerability

· family and/or environmental stress

· parenting skills

· parent’s substance abuse

· availability of day care

· medical/psychological/police reports

· collateral contacts

· ability of the family to provide for the safety and well-being of the child

2. If the pregnant or parenting teen and her/his child(ren) would not be at risk (allegation is unfounded) if living with the senior parent(s), legal guardian, or adult relative, document the factors contributing to this determination, and complete and return the CW25 form to SCSW for approval.  Please see the NOTE below for completion instructions.

· If appropriate, provide the pregnant or parenting teen with referrals for needed services.  See Procedural Guide 0600-507.10, Youth Development:  Reproductive Health.

3. If the pregnant or parenting teen and her/his child(ren) would be at risk (allegation is NOT unfounded) if living with the senior parent(s), legal guardian, or adult relative, document the factors contributing to this determination, and complete and return the CW25 form to SCSW for approval.

	NOTE:
Instructions for completion of the CW25:


In the “County Use Only” section of the CW25, complete the Child 


Welfare Services (CWS) portion as follows:

· Does Safety Issue Exist?:

Check “YES” if a Referral was made to CPH.

Check “NO” if no risk or safety factors were found.

· Provide Comments as appropriate and complete the rest of the CWS portion before returning it to SCSW for an approval.




4. If it is determined that the pregnant or parenting teen and/or her/his child(ren) is/are not safe in the current living arrangement and/or cannot safely return home then follow existing procedures for reporting child abuse to the DCFS Child Protection Hotline (CPH).  See Procedural Guide 0050-501.10, Child Abuse and Reporting Act (CANRA): Who Must Report.

	NOTE:
According to Penal Code Section 261.5, any person who engages in 


an act of unlawful sexual intercourse with a minor who is not more than 

three years older or three years younger than the perpetrator, is guilty 

of a misdemeanor.  Perpetrators who are more than three years older 

than the minor or perpetrators age 21 or older when the minor is under 

16 years of age have committed either a misdemeanor or a felony in 


causing the teen mother to become pregnant.  If the father’s identity is 

known, this crime must be reported to law enforcement.



Minor Parent Program SCSW Responsibilities

1. Review the completed CW25.

2. If the CW25 is complete, approve it, and fax it back to DPSS within 5 business days of approval.

3. If the CW25 is not approved return to CSW for corrective action.

4. Enter the results of the risk and safety assessment into the Minor Parent Program office control log.

APPROVAL LEVELS

	Section
	Level
	Approval

	A.
	SCSW
	· Completed CW25 form

· Detention


OVERVIEW OF STATUTES/REGULATIONS

Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC), Section 11254(a)(b) “Minor Parent Rule”, states the mandate and provides instruction to DPSS and DCFS regarding eligibility for and provision of AFDC to non-dependent pregnant and parenting teens and their non-dependent children.

California Department of Social Services (CDSS) Manual of Policies and Procedures (MPP) 31-530.1-.232 Sets forth “Minor Parent Services” requirements and instructions for DPSS in coordination with DCFS.
LINKS

California Code



http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html
Division 31 Regulations

http://www.cdss.ca.gov/ord/PG309.htm
Title 22 Regulations


http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/ord/PG295.htm
RELATED POLICIES

Procedural Guide 0050-501.10, Child Abuse and Reporting Act (CANRA): Who Must Report
Procedural Guide 0100-510.40, Teen Parent’s In Foster Care

Procedural Guide 0600-507.10, Youth Development:  Reproductive Health
FORM(S) REQUIRED/LOCATION

Hard Copy
None
LA Kids:
None

CWS/CMS:


None
SDM:



None

DPSS:

CW25, Supplemental Statement of Facts – Minor Parent

http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/cdssweb/entres/forms/English/CW25.PDF
	GUIDE TO TILP SUMMARY ASSESSMENT OF BASIC LIVING SKILLS

	Use the standards below to guide your youth in assessing his/her level of competency in the “Summary Assessment of Basic Living Skills” section of the TILP.



	Skill
	Knowledgeable 
	Adequate
	Needs Training

	

	Basic Self Care
	Understands the importance of good hygiene and is clean and well-groomed.
	Understands the importance of good hygiene but does not make an effort to keep self clean and well-groomed.


	Does not understand the importance of
 good hygiene and is not clean.  
Not well kept.

	Shopping, Budgeting, Money Management
	Has a savings or checking account.  Understands a monthly budget and the cost of items.
	Understands the importance of a bank account but doesn’t have one.  Knows how to budget but doesn’t always save money.


	Does not understand the importance of a 
bank account or budgeting.  Never shops.

	Social Skills
	Well mannered, articulate and cooperative.
	Depending on the situation, will sometimes act appropriately.  Demonstrates knowledge of manners but does not always practice.


	Cannot engage in conversation.  Poor manners.

	Cooking & Cleaning House
	Can perform both (i.e., 3 healthy meals a day, washes clothes, can clean every room in the house).
	Can perform one or the other.  Doesn’t demonstrate ability to complete all tasks.
	Cannot or will not cook or clean.



	Leisure Time Management/Hobbies
	Fills time with positive activities (i.e., sports, creative arts, etc.) and has interests beyond daily tasks.
	Minimal interests in hobbies.  Very limited time management skills.
	Is not aware of any personal interests
 and fills time with negative or non-
productive activities.



	Knowledge/Use of Safe Sex Practices and Family Planning
	Can identify the dangers of unsafe sex, methods of birth control when/if involved in sexual relationships.  Can also identify ways to prevent pregnancy and STI’s.


	Can tell you at least 2 dangers of unsafe sex and 2 ways to protect themselves.  Can also tell you 2 ways to prevent pregnancy.
	Does not know the dangers of unsafe
 sex or ways to protect self.  Does not 
always use birth control when involved in
 a sexual relationship.  Does not know
 how to prevent pregnancy.

	Assumes Responsibility for Actions
	Accepts responsibility for all actions regardless of consequences.
	Occasionally assumes responsibility which is typically dependent on the situation or consequences.


	Does not assume personal responsibility
 and blames others/makes excuses.

	Job Skills Training
	Has a work permit and is aware of job opportunities, types of positions.  Is punctual and cooperative.  Maintains positive attitude about work.
	Understands the work permit process but does not have a permit.  Aware of some job opportunities but has no concrete plan nor is working toward any job goals.


	Does not know how to get a work permit
 or how to find job opportunities.  Is not
 interested in learning how to do so.

	Self-Esteem, Self Confidence
	Regardless of situations, maintains positive attitude and remains positive while in negative situations.  Is flexible under changing situations/environments 
	Handles situations with moderate emotional negative attitude shifts.
	Emotional instability in reaction to events
 that do not go as planned.  Unable to 
adapt to changing situations.  Attitude can
 be influenced by changing situations.



	Community Resources (Knows where to find)
	Knows how to access every important agency (i.e., SS, DMV, EDD, hospital, mental health, library, etc.)


	Knows how to access some agencies and can ask for assistance.
	Does not know how to access any
agencies.

	Develops Supportive Interpersonal Relationships
	Has a strong network of positive relationships (i.e., family members, CSW, mentor, teacher, peers, EPA, OA, etc.)


	Has some positive relationships and understands the importance of networking.
	Doesn’t understand the importance of networking and doesn’t have positive relationships.  Isolates self.

	Community Interactive (Apartment hunting, rides bus, etc.)
	Aware of resources in community and uses them.  Volunteers in the community.


	Has understanding of community resources but does not interact with all of them.
	Now aware of community resources and 
does not use any of them.

	Thinks and Plans with Short and Long Range Goals
	Understands that (s)he must work toward goals and can articulate what steps are necessary to reach goals.  Is actively pursuing them.
	Understands that (s)he can only get to his/her goals through work, but does not have concrete plans to reach them.
	Gives examples of plans that clearly do
 not meet his/her current state of 
affairs (e.g., dropped out of school
 but wants to be a lawyer).



	Parenting Skills and Education
	Has taken child development and/or parenting classes.
	Understands the importance of parenting education before having a child but is not currently enrolled in a class.
	Does not understand the importance of parenting education.


PG number (month/year) 
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