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Revision of Existing Procedural Guide 0080-504.11, Case Plan/Court Report:  Court Report Requirements for Children Residing in Group Homes, dated 12/22/04.

Revision Made: 
NOTE:  Current Revisions are Highlighted.
All dependent youths in placement are entitled to participate in age-appropriate extracurricular, enrichment, and social activities (WIC 362.05).  Added “LINKS” and procedural guides 0100-570.10 and 0400-503.05.
Cancels:  None




DEPARTMENTAL PRIORITIES

This Procedural Guide supports the Department’s priority to improved safety for children, reduce recidivism and to obtain permanency in a timely manner.

WHAT CASES ARE AFFECTED

This Procedural Guide is applicable to all new and existing cases.

OPERATIONAL IMPACT

The Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court has issued an addendum to its memo regarding information that must be contained in court reports involving children under DCFS supervision residing in group homes.  The court expects the most current and comprehensive information available about every child so all interested parties may have reasonable assurance the children are receiving optimum care in a group home.  The Standards of Judicial Administration for judges of the juvenile court encourage the judges to exercise their authority to review, order and enforce the delivery of specific services and treatment for at-risk children and their families.

Any child residing in out-of-home care deserves to have a nurturing environment, appropriate physical surroundings, participate in age-appropriate extracurricular, enrichment, and social activities (WIC 362.05), preparation for transitioning to independence and, most importantly, assurance that a caregiver’s priority is to ensure the best interest of the child in his or her care.  In order to ensure that children in group homes are receiving the services they need, the juvenile court has stated that, in addition to all the generic court report information required for all children, the following information must be included in a Jurisdictional/Disposition, Status Review or WIC 366.26 court report for any child residing in a group home.

The following information must be included in every case plan and court report specified above for any child residing in a group home:

· The reason(s) for the child’s continued need for group home placement.

· The child’s school status, including a report from the child’s school.

· The child’s academic performance.  If (s)he is below average, state if tutoring is necessary, and if not, why not; if so, what efforts are being made to provide the child with appropriate tutoring.  State if the child needs an Individual Education Plan (IEP).
· Regional Center status/progress if applicable.
· The child’s after-school and leisure-time activities that are being provided to the child.  Include whether there have been any attempts to provide a mentoring program for the child.

· The child’s age-appropriate extracurricular, enrichment, and social activities the child participates in and how the child is doing.
· Communication between the group home provider and the school.  Also, whether the group home is recording relevant education information.
· What efforts were made to maintain a child’s relationship with individuals who are important to a child who is 10 of age or older.
· Whether the child is receiving a monthly clothing allowance and, if so, how much it is.

· Whether the child is receiving an age-appropriate, adequate monetary allowance on a regular basis.  If not, what efforts are being made to ensure that these needs are met.

· Whether the child feels that he or she is being fed adequately and has regular opportunities for physical activities.
· Specify the dates of the child’s most recent medical and dental checkup and follow-up appointment(s).

· Include dates and reasons for any hospitalizations of the child.

· If a child receives any psychotropic medication, specify the name of the medication and the dosage, the psychiatrist name and phone number, the date of court authorization for that medication and the effects of the medication on the child.

Describe how caregiver feels the child is doing on the medication, how the medication makes the child feel and whether that medication is successfully treating the child’s targeted symptoms.  Report if the child is taking the prescribed medication.  Describe, if any, concerns the caregiver has about the medication.  Report if the child/youth has any complaints about the medication.  If there were any complaint/concerns reported, what follow-up action, if any, was recommended or taken.  Indicate how the doctor thinks the child is responding to the medication and if it is treating the targeted symptoms.
· Address whether any psychological services are necessary and, if so, what services are being provided.  A current report from the service provider shall be attached to all court reports.

· Provide a summary of all disciplinary incidents involving the child and what disciplinary measures were instituted as well as relevant special incident reports.

· Ensure that age-appropriate children have received the “Foster Child’s Bill of Rights."

All of the information shall be followed by a brief description of the physical condition of the group home and its amenities/services (e.g., including but not limited to the health office, library, kitchen and laundry room) available to the child at the group home.

APPROVAL LEVELS

	Section
	Level
	Approval

	None
	None
	None


OVERVIEW OF STATUTES/REGULATIONS

Welfare and Institutions Code Section 362.05 states that all dependent minors are entitled to participate in age-appropriate extracurricular, enrichment, and social activities.  The case plan should state that caregivers should exercise “Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard” (which is characterized by careful and sensible parental decisions that maintain the child’s health, safety, and best interest) to allow the minor to participate in age-appropriate activities.

Welfare and Institution Code Section 366.1, addresses the content of Status Review reports.

Welfare and Institution Code Section 366(a) (B)(a)(1), states in part that the status of every dependent child in foster care shall be reviewed no less than once every six months, until the 366.26 hearing is completed, to consider the safety of the child and determine whether it is necessity and appropriateness for the child to continue in placement, the agency's compliance with the case plan, reasonable efforts made to return the child to a safe home, the necessary steps required to finalize the permanent placement of the child, including efforts to maintain relationships between a child who is 10 years of age or older who is placed in a group home, and individuals other than the child's siblings who are important to the child, consistent with the child's best interests.

Welfare and Institution Code Section 366.1(g), states in part that the social worker shall ask every child who is 10 years of age or older and any child younger than 10 years old, as appropriate, who is placed in a group home to identify any individuals other than the child's siblings who are important to the child, consistent with the child's best interest, and what actions taken by the social worker to help the child maintain those relationships.

LINKS

California Code



http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html
Division 31 Regulations

http://www.cdss.ca.gov/ord/PG309.htm
Title 22 Regulations


http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/ord/PG295.htm
RELATED POLICIES

Procedural Guide 0080-507.21, Concurrent Planning: Family History Information

Procedural Guide 0100-570.10, The Care of Children Placed In Group Homes 

Procedural Guide 0300-503.10, Writing the Jurisdictional/Dispositional Hearing Report

Procedural Guide 0300-503.15, Writing the Status Review Hearing Report

Procedural Guide 0300-503.16, Writing the 366.3 Status Review Hearing Report

Procedural Guide 0300-503.20, Writing the WIC 366.26 Hearing Report

Procedural Guide 0400-503.05, Standards for Documenting Contacts
Procedural Guide 0400-503.10, Contact Requirements and Exceptions

FYI 01-54, Conducting Face–to–Face Contacts with Children in Private

FORM(S) REQUIRED/LOCATION

	CWS/CMS

	Case Plan Update

Contact Notebook

Education Notebook 

Health Notebook Title of Notebook or Document

Initial Case Plan

Jurisdictional/Dispositional Hearing Report

Out-of-Home Care Information

Placement Notebook

Status Review Hearing Report

Transitional Independent Living Plan (TILP)



	LA Kids
	DCFS 5557, TILP Transmittal and Supplement


	SDM
	None 
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