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DEPARTMENTAL VALUES

This Policy supports the Department’s goal of improved safety for children by providing staff with guidelines on how to refer children under the age of 3 to Regional Centers for assessment. 

WHAT CASES ARE AFFECTED

This Procedural Guide is applicable to all new and existing referrals regarding children aged 0-36 months who are involved with a substantiated case of child abuse or neglect.

OPERATIONAL IMPACT

All County Letter (ACL) 06-54, Keeping Children and Families Safe Act of 2003 (Public Law 108-36), emphasizes enhanced linkages between child protective services, public health, mental health, and developmental disabilities agencies.  A provision of The Child Abuse and Prevention Act (CAPTA) requires child protective services to refer children aged 0-36 months who are involved with a substantiated case of child abuse or neglect to Early Intervention Services (i.e., Regional Center) authorized by Part C of the individuals with Disabilities Education Act.
For the purposes of this Procedural Guide “a child age 0-36 months who are involved with a substantiated case of child abuse or neglect” refers to any child who is named in a referral where either child under the age of three is the substantiated victim of abuse and or neglect or when a sibling of that child’s is a substantiated victim of  child abuse or neglect.
In order to better serve this population of children DCFS has coordinated this effort with local Regional Centers, Medical HUBS and the Department of Mental Health (DMH) to screen these children for developmental status, and refer those children in need of services to Regional Center.
The Medical Hubs provide initial medical exams and forensic exams.  The State-requires medical examination for all DCFS-placed children.  Initial medical examinations are to be conducted within the first 72 hours of initial placement for high risk children and children 0-3 years of age. As part of the initial exam all detained children aged 0-36 months will be screened, to determine whether or not they need to be referred to Regional Center.
MAT (Multi-Disciplinary Assessment Teams) is a  child welfare tool designed to ensure immediate and comprehensive assessment of children and youth entering out-of-home placement, including diagnosis of medical conditions, sibling, relative and community placements, mental health evaluations, team placements decisions.  This joint effort is by DCFS, Mental Health (DMH) and other community providers which ensures a comprehensive understanding of the family’s issues and appropriate linkage to needed services, treatment, follow-up and support.

Procedures

A. WHEN:
A CHILD 0-36 MONTHS OLD IS DETAINED

CSW Responsibilities

1. At the time of initial placement, inform the caregiver to utilize the Medical Hubs.  See Procedural Guide 0600-500.00, Utilization of Medical HUBS.
2. If the assessment by the HUB indicates that the developmental screening indicates that the child should be referred to Regional Center for services, see Procedural Guide 0600-520.00, Collaborating with Regional Center to Provide Services to Children/Youth.
3. Document all contacts with the HUB and Regional Center staff in the Contact Notebook.  For any child found to have a developmental disability or delay, to document the information in the Health and Education Passport.
B. WHEN:
A CHILD 0-36 MONTHS OLD IS NOT DETAINED AND IS BEING 




PROVIDED FAMILYMAINTANANCE/VOULUNTARY REUNIFICATION  


SERVICES (including Family Preservation cases)
CSW Responsibilities

1. For all children 0-36 months old request that the PHN assess the infant (0-36 months old) to determine if the infant is meeting their developmental milestones - sitting, walking, rolling over, babbling, speaking, etc., at the appropriate age. 
	NOTE:
Procedural Guide 0070-560.05, Joint Response Referral, is applicable to all referrals involving children from 0 to 36 months of age, and/or in which a child has, or is suspected of having, a medical or developmental condition, and all referrals with allegations of severe neglect.  It is DCFS policy that a Joint Response Referral (JRR) requires that a consultation take place between the CSW and PHN, and SCSW.

The PHN usually discusses the need for Regional Center with the CSW. The PHN will also document any interventions/recommendations in a CWS/CMS Contact.



2. If the child is not meeting his/her developmental milestones, refer the child to regional center for possible services.  See Procedural Guide 0600-520.00, Collaborating with Regional Center to Provide Services to Children/Youth.

	NOTE:
Although it is not TDM primary task to make referrals to Regional Center, the TDM forum in its discussion about family/child strengths and needs, reveals a need/ or possible need for Regional Center services, a request for a referral may be made by the TDM group on behalf of infants 0-36 months.  If such a recommendation is made, the CSW is responsible for making the referral.   See Procedural Guide 0600-520.00, Collaborating with Regional Center to Provide Services to Children/Youth.



4. Document all contacts with the PHN, TDM facilitator and Regional Center staff in the Contact Notebook.  For any child found to have a developmental disability or delay, to document the information in the Health and Education Passport.
APPROVAL LEVELS

	Section
	Level
	Approval

	A. and B.
	None
	


OVERVIEW OF STATUTES/REGULATIONS

All County Letter (ACL) 06-54, Keeping Children and Families Safe Act of 2003 (Public Law 108-36
LINKS

California Code



http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html
Division 31 Regulations

http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/ord/CDSSManual_240.htm
Title 22 Regulations


http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/ord/CCRTitle22_715.htm
RELATED POLICIES

Procedural Guide 0600-500.00, Utilization of Medical HUBS
Procedural Guide 0600-520.00, Collaborating With Regional Center to Provide Services to Children/Youth
FORM(S) REQUIRED/LOCATION

Hard Copy
None
LA Kids:


DCFS 5004, Regional Center Referral Form

CWS/CMS:


Contact Notebook
SDM:



None
PG number (month/year) 
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