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	FAMILY GROUP DECISION MAKING (FGDM) 

FOR PREGNANT AND PARENTING TEENS (PPT)

The Pregnant and Parenting Teen FGDM (PPT FGDM) is a proactive tool, intended to identify and discuss issues related to pregnancy and early stages of child rearing.  Its long term goal is to assist in breaking intergenerational cycles of children being brought into the child protection system.  FGDMs for the PPT population (including teen fathers) assist the youth with planning the transition into parenthood.

Family Group Decision Making (FGDM) is a family conferencing process used as a social work tool that provides for the voluntary creation and design of a life plan by and for a family and its’ members.  The FGDM Coordinator along with the Pregnant and Parenting Teen and their support network, will craft initial plans that are subsequently shared with the professionals who work collaboratively with the family to ensure it is attainable and meets the highest standards for achieving the goals of safety, permanency, and well-being.  In order to identify and access appropriate resources for each youth, an Inter-Agency Council on Child Abuse and Neglect (ICAN) representative will both attend the meeting (i.e., conference)  and participate in preparing the family for the meeting.

The FGDM for PPT can assist with:

· Problems with placement for the pregnant mother/Whole Family Foster Homes;

· School issues for the pregnant/parenting minor;

· Medical and family planning issues during the pregnancy and in providing acare for the newborn child;

· Parenting education and mentoring for minor mother and father;

· Family law issues of the mother and father;

· Identifying and engaging family and community support persons to assist the mother and father to take part in the services and develop as parents; and, 

· Issues between the minor mother and the father’s family that could impede the mother in providing pre-natal care and pareting or could keep the child from developing a relationship with the father and being supported by the entire extended family.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
FGDM conferences emphasize the value of preparing the family for the meeting, in order to engage the family as fully as possible in the planning process.  Towards identifying and accessing appropriate resources for each youth, an ICAN representative with both attend the meeting and participate in preparing the family for the meeting.

To schedule a FGDM conference, the following steps are to be implemented:

1. The case-carrying CSW refers the family to the FGDM facilitator who serves their office using the DCFS 174, Family Centered Referral and Services Form;

2. The case-carrying CSW introduces FGDM Program to the youth and informs the youth to expect contact from the FGDM facilitator;

3. An ICAN representative partners with the FGDM facilitator in preparing the youth and family for the meeting and explains FGDM more fully to the youth and present its benefits;

4. The minor’s attorney is notified so that he/she can assist in encouraging the youth to participate.  At this time, minor’s attorney is not allowed to participate in the PPT FGDM.  Notificiation to the youth’s attorney of the pending PPT FGDM must occur within 72 hrs of the conference date.  See Procedural Guide 0300-506.08 Communications with a Child’s Attorney, for instructions.  

5. The facilitator and ICAN representative will  work with the case-carrying CSW and his/her SCSW, the teen, and all other participants to schedule a conference.

Any pregnant or parenting teen under the Department’s supervision, potential and recent fathers as well as mother, would benefit from being referred to this program, even if no problems have been identified. 

CSWs are strongly encouraged to utilize this valuable resource to serve our youth.
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