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	REVISED DEFINITION OF “RELATIVE” FOR PAYMENT AND PLACEMENT PURPOSES
This release revises and cancels FYI 99-05, Amendment of Welfare and Institutions Code Section 319 Regarding Relative Placement, released 10/99.  

Pursuant to WIC 319, Health and Safety Code Section 1505 and Eligibility and Assistance Standards Section 45-101(r)(1), the definitions of relative for purposes of payment and placement are now congruent (see attached charts).  

A “relative,” for the purpose of placement and AFDC-FC, means an adult related to the child by blood, adoption or affinity within the fifth degree of kinship to the child by virtue of being one of the following:

a) The father, mother, brother, sister, half-brother, half-sister, uncle, aunt, first cousin,  first cousin once removed, nephew, niece, or any such person of a preceding generation denoted by the prefixes, “grand-”, “great-”, “great-great-”, or  “great-great-great-.”

b) The stepfather, stepmother, stepbrother or stepsister.

c) The spouse of any person named in a) or b) above, even if the marriage has been terminated by death or dissolution.

NOTE:
Only the following relatives shall be given preferential consideration for placement of the child:  adults who are grandparents, aunts, uncles or 


siblings of the child.

When a parent’s rights to a child are terminated by a relinquishment or by court action, that parent and his/her relatives are no longer considered to be the child’s relative.  However, a former relative’s home is an AFDC-FC-eligible facility if the child is federally eligible.  If the child is non-federal, the former relative’s home must be licensed by the State.

- CONTINUED BELOW -
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As noted above, the child’s half-sibling is considered a relative.  However, the only relatives of the half-sibling who are also considered relatives of the child for placement and payment purposes are those from the side of the family they have in common.

· If the child and half-sibling share the same father, the half-sibling’s paternal relatives specified in the definition above are considered the child’s relatives; the maternal relatives are not.

· If the child and half-sibling share the same mother, only the half-sibling’s maternal relatives specified in the definition above are considered the child’s relatives; the paternal relatives are not.

Persons who are related to the child’s half-sibling but not to the child, as defined above, must be licensed.  If the court orders placement of a child with such persons, the situation is the same as any other court-ordered placement in an unlicensed home.  The CSW must follow the court’s order.  If the CSW believes this to be an adverse order, (s)he shall follow Procedural Guides #0300-507.05 and .06, Adverse Court Orders/Decisions.  Additionally, the home must be certified pending licensure, as described in Procedural Guides #0100-515.05, 515.10 and 515.30, Certified Home Pending Licensure.  
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Attachment I

RELATIVES OF A CHILD
FOR THE PURPOSES OF PLACEMENT AND AFDC-FC
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A relative for the purpose of placement and AFDC-FC is an adult who is related to the child by birth, adoption, or affinity within the fifth 
degree of kinship, including stepparents, stepsiblings, and all relatives whose status is preceded by the words, “grand,”  “great,”  “great-
great” or “great-great-great”  or the spouse of any of these persons even if the marriage was terminated by death or dissolution.   However, 
only the following relatives shall be given preferential consideration for placement of the child:  an adult who is a grandparent, aunt, 
uncle or a sibling of the child.

* Great-great-great grandparent, great-great uncle or aunt, or first cousin once removed (children of grand aunt/uncle or children
of first cousin).

When a parent’s rights to a child are terminated by a relinquishment or by court action, that parent and his/her relatives are no longer 
considered to be the child’s relative.  However, a former relative’s home is an AFDC-FC eligible facility if the child is federally eligible.













Attachment II
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