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	COMMUNICATIONS WlTH COUNTY COUNSEL
This is to remind staff that all written and verbal communications with County Counsel, where legal advice is given, are confidential.  This includes legal advice regarding cases, as well as legal advice regarding other DCFS issues such as contracts, policy, and liability.  Because these communications are confidential, they should not be disclosed to any non-county staff.  Non-county staff includes the court, Dependency Court Legal Services (DCLS) attorneys or their social workers, panel attorneys, Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASAs), therapists and family members involved in a particular case.  It is important to remember that County Counsel communications should never be included in a court report, regardless of whether those communications have been relied upon by the CSW in developing a case recommendation.

Additionally, it is important to keep in mind that only County Counsel represents DCFS.  Dependency Court Legal Services attorneys and panel attorneys do not represent DCFS and should never be consulted regarding legal issues. 
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	CONTACT:
Rose Belda, Deputy County Counsel, (323) 526-6273
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