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	POOL SAFETY STANDARDS

This is a reminder to CSWs that children are put at risk when placed in homes with inadequately fenced swimming pools and/or other bodies of water, including spas. This problem is of particular concern for children living with a relative, because unlike well established State licensing regulations addressing the issue for foster care providers, DCFS policy presently represents the only recognized authority requiring properly protected pools for relative placements.

Current DCFS policy states that all bodies of water, including swimming pools, spas, etc., are not to be accessible to a child who is five years of age or younger or who is disabled.  Pools must be fenced and spas must be covered or emptied, when not in use.  The exterior steps or ladders for pools/spas must be removed, when not in use.  Adult assistance must be required to obtain access to pools and/or spas.  It is critical to have an adult supervise the children at all times to ensure their safety.  CSWs need to carefully inspect the physical structure of a relative’s home for any health, fire and safety hazards prior to placing and/or replacing child(ren) in the home.  Follow procedures outlined in Procedural Guide # 100-520.20, Relative Caregiver: Inspecting the Physical Structure of a Relative’s Home For Health, Fire and Safety Hazards.
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