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	CHILD SAFETY PRIOR TO PLACEMENT

INTERSTATE COMPACT ON THE PLACEMENT OF CHILDREN (ICPC)

This is to remind CSW staff to ensure that our policies, which are intended to ensure the safety of children, should be enforced when a child is to be placed out-of-state.  If the ICPC Home Evaluation reports such things as improper storage of the caregiver’s handgun or medication, our recommendation to the Court should be not to place a child in that home, even if the receiving state’s recommendation is to place the child there.  Everything in the text of the report must meet our child safety policy.

VENETIAN BLIND CORDS

When a child is identified as a danger to self, every setting which maximizes the child’s safety and well-being must be explored, assessed and implemented.  CSWs must inform caregivers of seriously emotionally ill children of the suicide danger by the cords attached to Venetian blinds or other window treatments.  Venetian blind cords should be either cut off or secured in a manner which renders them unusable for hanging or strangulation in a suicide attempt.  CSWs must inspect a home for this and other physical structure safety prior to placement and ensure that the home is in compliance with policy.

See Procedural Guide 0100-520.20, Relative Caregiver:  Inspecting the Physical Structure of a Relative’s Home for Health, Fire and Safety Hazards
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