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ADOPTIONS BY UNMARRIED COUPLES

REFERENCE:  All-County Letter No. 99-100

Effective immediately, CDSS has instructed adoption agencies to rescind All-County Letter
 No. 95-13 (dated March 11, 1995), “Adoptions by Unmarried Couples/Limited Consent 
Adoptions,” in its entirety.  All County Letter No. 95-13 should be discarded.  DCFS Adoptions Division shall discontinue any procedures or practices implemented in response to FYI Number 95-24 dated April, 1995.  The FYI shall be rescinded in its entirety.

Effective immediately, CDSS has instructed licensed adoption agencies to no longer deny applications, withhold consent to an adoption petition, or recommend disapproval of an adoption petition based solely on the applicants’ or petitioners’ marital status.  Decisions regarding adoption petitions will be made on a case-by-case basis, according to the best interests of the child.  Marital status is but one of the factors to be considered in making a “best interests” determination.

Effective immediately, DCFS Adoptions Division shall open one applicant case in both prospective adoptive parents’ names, if requested, regardless of the couple’s marital status.  For the purpose of this release, a couple is defined as homosexual or heterosexual individuals who are jointly requesting to adopt a child.  “Couple” is not defined by marital status, nor are the applicants required to reside in the same home.  An example of a couple not residing in the same home could be an applicant who is an elderly grandparent in one home and an applicant who is an aunt or uncle that resides in a different home.

During the adoptive home study, the CSW shall assess the stability of the relationship, rather than the legal marital status.  Because of the non-traditional status of the family, there exists a need for staff to be sensitive and aware of parenting issues which may impact the couple and child. 




[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]



              BES CONTACT:
Darlene Salazar (213) 351-5736

              APPROVED:

________________________________




Paul V. Freedlund, Deputy Director
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