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A PHOTO HISTORY FOR CHILDREN IN PLACEMENT

This cancels FYI 98-54 released in October, 1998.

We can help ensure that children in out-of-home care have a sense of personal history during the time they spend in placement through the keeping of an annual photographic record.  Although many caregivers may take casual snapshots of children in their care, we want to be certain that each child in out-of-home care has at least one annual professional photograph.

In September, foster parents (i.e., licensed FFHs and relative caregivers) will receive a warrant (i.e., check) for $15 for each child in their care who is age 1 - 17 as of September 1, 1999.  Caregivers will be instructed to use this money to purchase photos so that there will be an annual pictorial record for the child.  Caregivers may purchase school photos or may have photos taken at Sears, JC Penney or K-Mart.  Snapshots and Polaroid pictures are not acceptable substitutes for school photos or studio photographs.

Each caregiver will also receive a plastic envelope in which to store the photo in the child’s Health and Education Passport.  One copy is to be given to the CSW for filing in the Education Folder in the case record.  Additional copies can be given to the child and the parent(s), if appropriate.  The CSW should ensure that the child’s name, age and date the picture was taken are recorded on the back of the photo.

For all initial placements, gift certificates ($15) will be issued by the regional Technical Assistant (TA) and included in the placement packet.  If a child is placed temporarily in shelter care and then replaced within 30 days, the CSW shall take the gift certificate or photograph to the new placement.

Group homes and FFAs are expected to follow the same procedures for obtaining photographs of children in their care; however, they will not receive the $15 warrant, as their current rates include funding for such child-related expenditures.  

Each caregiver will have 30 days from the receipt of the gift certificate on initial placements to have the photo taken and available for the CSW at the next home visit.  Each caregiver who receives a $15 warrant issued in September must provide the CSW with the photo of the child by the end of November.

If the caregiver does not provide a photo within the designated time frame, the CSW shall submit a DCFS 280 to the regional TA indicating the photo was not purchased as of the specified date.  Revenue Enhancement will send a letter to the caregiver informing him/her of the need to immediately comply by having the photo taken.  A copy of that letter will be sent to the CSW for the case record.  The CSW shall document in the Contact Notebook all ongoing efforts to obtain the photo from the caregiver.      
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Annual photos can assist the caregiver in maintaining a child's "Life Book" photo/memorabilia album; in addition, it assures that a recent photograph will be available for identification purposes should such a need arise (e.g., in cases of abduction).
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