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ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR RELATIVE PLACEMENTS

Child safety continues to be our top priority.  It requires our full attention and concern as economic hardships for our families, drug abuse increases and welfare reform alter the way in which our children are supported.  Vigilance is necessary during these times to make sure that all our decisions are governed by our overriding concern for child protection and child safety.

When a child is unable to remain at home and a relative caregiver is sought, care must be taken to evaluate whether or not that relative can provide a secure and safe environment for the child.  See Child Safety Handbook, Section 7, CSWH #92-03, Out-of-Home Placement with Relative, page 5, which clearly prescribes the mandated criteria used to evaluate a relative caregiver.

The relative’s ability to provide a home that is safe is a critical factor when determining placement suitability.  In addition to those specific items listed (fenced swimming pool, no electrical hazards, no unvented gas heaters, etc.), CSWs must check all areas of the home and property, including open areas (yards, playground, landscaped sections) as well as other structures on the property, such as garages, tool and storage sheds, etc.
CSWs shall document their visit to the relative’s home to check for health, fire, and safety hazards on page 3, of the DCFS 708, Child Placement Needs Assessment.  See Child Safety Handbook, Section 7.  The attached Procedural Guide will provide additional clarification regarding this requirement.
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